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This yearbook may contain images, language, or other content that could be offensive to
modern users. The content may be disturbing and offensive, but should be viewed within the
context of that period. The material is being presented as part of a historical record and in no
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President Joe Biden made a surprise visit on campus while he wa
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ffon Edge was primarily an academic setting ever, students did participate in fun activities such as Grif; c. Photo by Amanda Hake
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“WOW! Amazing! Great
show! I could go on and
on describing the 2009

WAC Spring Concert.”
- “Lively Concert” page 39
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amily Day is the one event of the year that families,
students and friends always anticipate. Parents and fam-
ily members love the feel of the college experience they
are able to see through the lives of their students who at-
tend Western. Unlike freshmen orientation, families and
friends are able to see how their students have settled in
and become accustom to college life.

At Family Day, students and their families’ enjoyed a host of
activities, games and specialty foods and snacks from different tables
set up by student organizations. Among the families that traveled from
far and near to join their students, many different student clubs and
organizations were present in greeting families. Every year, the Western
Activities Council hosted a series of different novelty games, evening
activities and much more to make families feel welcome to the home-
town university.

“We have a lot of activities planned for the day,” WAC Presi-
dent Jasmine Wilson said. “We have a caricature artist, who happens
to be a student here at Western; a blow-up playpen for younger kids to
play in and have fun; and we have a bead station where families can
make souvenir necklaces or bracelets. Later this evening, we will have
Blizzard of Bucks, which is a game show where you can win a lot of
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cash.”

Along with WAC, organizations such as NAACP, Associa-
tion of Latin American Students, Sigma Sigma Sigma, Pride Alliance,
Residence Council and several other student organizations were all in
artendance at Family Day. Parents of Western students also enjoyed
the day and events. The concluding activity of the day was the foothall
game against Fort Hays State University.

“This is my third time coming to Family Day, and it gets better
every vear,” Western parent Sharon Smith said. “I first came in 2004,
and I had a blast. My favorite part is the foothall game.”

Unfortunately, some parents and family members couldn’t make
it to the event. Some students from out of state hoped that their family
could have joined them on this festive day.

“Tt was really hard seeing other students with their families,
knowing that my family couldn’t make it from Virginia,” sophomore
Samantha Wilkins said. “The only positive thing that affected me was
seeing how students are so happy when their family was around them...
makes me miss home! It really makes you appreciate your family when
they are not around.”

As Family Day ended, students and families all over Spratt Sta-
dium celebrated in victory as Western defeated Fort Hays, 31-28.



Top Left: The band members
jazz it up during the halftime
performance. Phowo by Linda
Shireman

Middle: Max the Griffon shows
his warm and fuzzy side with chil-
dren. Photo by Linda Shiveman
Top Right: Rubber ducky:
you're the one; you make bath
time so much fun! Photo by Linda
Shireman

Above: A Griffon Cheerleader
rocks the crowd with crazy,
mind-bending stunts. Photo by
Linda Shiveman

Left: Family Day was never the
same without a pie in the face
of former Westem Activities
Council President Janell Banks.
Photo by Linda Shiveman

Family Day
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whirlwind,
success. Photo
by Harvey Jackson
Above: Bold and beautify
Western
of stan

guys wan and out in
order to fit in. Photo by Harvey
J m

Top Right: A new spin on the
poofy b hair was fierce.
Photo by Harvey Jackson
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ighties fashion—it was nothing, but bad hair and worse

clothing. For those living in that time period, they rel-

ished in the excess and outrageous fashions that the ‘80s

introduced.

Most students considered ‘80s fashion to include

— ] big hair, leggings and bright shirts. “I like to wear leggings

and 51C1L ponytalls a lot, and I also like bright colors!” said freshman
Morgan Hovenga, a physical therapy major.

In the ‘80s, fashion was all about individuality and identity. “I
think the incorporation of ‘80s style into present fashion is an awesome
thing,” said freshman Kayla Roumas, an English major. “To me the
‘80s were all about being bold and taking risks in fashion, and I'm glad
to see some of that coming back.”

Eighties fashion was definitely bold too. For instance, pink sweat-
ers and sweaters at the waist were in along with leather or denim jack-
ets. “Some ‘80s stuff [ wear are bright and bold jackets (and bright
shows),” Roumas said. “I have kind of big hair, too!”

Students differed in what fashions they preferred. Some chose
styles for their usefulness. “My favorite style is leggings because they al-
low me to wear skirts or shorts in the winter, and I think they’re cute,”
Hovenga said.

Others liked it because it was simply attractive. “My favorite
fashion item would probably be my bright purple Chuck Taylor's,”

Roumas said.

Most students liked ‘80s fashion coming back into style simply,
because it allowed for diversity and creativity.

“T think ‘80s fashion is good because it gives people variety, and
our generation kind of gets to ‘re-create’ a style that's very similar to the
‘80s, but with a newer spin,” Hovenga said.

In the ‘80s for women, the following was in: feathered hair, side
ponytails, colored glitter, beauty moles, leggings and thick belts. In the
‘80s for men, the following was popular: mohawks, curly hair, ray-bans
and piercings, rock band shirts and spandex.

“T think bringing back the ‘80s sense of style can be a good thing
as long as people don't take it too far,” said freshman Stephanie Farr,
a nursing student. “Personally, I like the straight-legged jeans and big
hair, but as for the shoulder pads and heavy makeup, I don’t care for
those things to come back.”

Where men sported heavy make-up and long hair, women wore
their hair short and wore several layers of clothing.

“I think the ‘80s style will continue to come back and remain
popular, and eventually, we will start to see some of the ‘70s come
back,” Farr said. “Vintage will always be in, and we will see many of the
old eras; T don’t perscnally mind it.”

After all, a trend that allows for individual style along with cre-
ative inspiration will never go out of style.

'80s Trends
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hours on end sitting in front of their TV

notes thar flashed on the screen in front of

crophone or set of drumsticks in their han
“I could play Guitar Hero forever,” omore Bretr Ryan said.

“I love playing at the expert level. It makes me feel like I really know
b play the guitar, even though I don’t.”
Though Rock Band and Guitar Hero v

Ccpt the game pl / itself W unique to each one, R(')ck Band

e quite similar in con-
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Irums. All three ele-
orked togcther to form a 311thesi:ecl rock band. Four players
play at or
ouirar. The

Guitar Hero, however, ted of only a p
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ct, so that two players competed with each other
simultaneously. Rock Ba Guitar Hero were great for group gath-
erings, because the play was fast-paced and easy to understand.

“I like to play Rock Band more so than Guirar Hero because
it's fun to be able to be a rock star and a singing sensation at the same
time,” senior Sarah Mollus s

The ap emn students wanted
to feel like sc hg they weren't for : e, and these
a perfect outlet for that. All it took was strap

ir shoulder to instantly turn you into Pois

al of these games was :
mes were

music group of your choice. Thy .tionf Actor thdt seemed ltuf llow
practically inevitable.
ing bemu:e uf thu_ inter dc_n\'m) " sopho-

‘E.\!ery'tl]jll_. J edback and

more Jeff M
you can tell E\l(.th how you're domg. Ie's thL, mix uf two addicting
- and a video game together in a simple way that most of
the popt
With the crear
al hysteria that didn’t seem to let up. - 21 million Guitar
Hero units have been sold in the United States, and that number con-
tinues to grow. Who knows what more could come out of this virtual
band trend? Polka Band, perhaps!

of interactive games like these came a cultur-
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Top Left: Considered a cultural phenomenon, Gui-
tar Hero has sold 21 million units, which has eamed
the United States $1.6 hillion in retail. Photo by Shaun
Lesny

Top Right: Rock Band has received critical ac-
claim, selling four million units and eaming 600
million in global revenue. Photo by Shaun Lesny
Above: Guitar Hero and Rock Band are played on
all three PlayStarion units and the Xbox 360. Photo
by Shawn Lesny.

Left: Given the fast-paced devices, the gaming units
were excellent for group gatherings. Photo by Shaun

Lesny

Guitar Hero & Rock Band 2
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Left: Participants who raised $25 or
more carried red balloons during the
eman
07, Missouri We
65386 for the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society. Photo by
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COMMON CAUSE s

undreds of cancer patients, survivors and students en-
compassed Hyde Park for Light the Night. Western
students and the St. Joseph commumity alike came to-
nts and their families
in order to let them know that they are not alone.
Inits [Oth year nationally, Light the Night celebrat-
ed a decade of difference. Teamed with the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, the walk was held in remembrance to tho
i i or cancer research.
The gold ballo

died of cancer. Cancer survivors

gether to provide hope for pa

W‘h@ ha\!@ fought

S were

raised at least $25 carried red balloons.

Western alum and Light the Nig Manager Natalie

excited to get involved with the university again. “I really
ph,” Bailey said. “C

with LLS was because I liked their n

Bailey w:
enjoy beir e of the reasons |
took th on and thought
St. Joseph could support them and the people they help. This was the
eighth annual walk in St. Joseph, and it just keeps growing. The walk
has become a tradition at Western, and I hope it continues for many
s to come.”
Funds raised provided information to the public about leukemia,

se and myeloma. In addition, funds edu-
als, created support groups and p

lymphoma, Hodgkin's di
cated health-care prof
research on the diseases.

According to Western Light the Night Team Caprain Tricia
Dickson, student involvement with the event continued to increase
each year. Several campus organizations teamed up to see which team
could raise the most money.

“There are 60 students, who are not involved in any of the or-
ganizations signed up to participate, that have signed up to compete
under Western's team,” Dickson saic
ulty and staff to participate, but so far we haven't heard much from

also trying to get fac-

them.”
Many students walked because they had a personal connection
to Light the Night's cause. “I chose to participate because I have lost
and friends to leukemia and lymphoma,” senior Monica White

Dickson fele that Light the Night provided benefits beyond a
feeling of giving. “People love to hear that you're involved with the
walk, and there is such a great opportunity to meet people from outside
the campus,” she said. “It is an awesome experience to raise money for
such a great cause.”

Light the Night
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STAR™SPANELED &RIFFS
by Jourdan Huffman

America, America, land that [ love. Thanks to this year’s
Homecoming theme, “Star-Spangled Griffs,” it looked like I was not
the only one. One consideration that came into play was that this
year was an election year, which gave Missouri Westemn a key op-
portunity to embrace a patriotic outlook when it came to Homecom-
ng.

The theme was the brainchild of the Tri-Chairs and advisers,
who worked hard to brainstorm and select a theme that was unique
to stand out as well as diverse enough to apply it to the majority of
Missouri Westemn students. It was also imperative that it be versatile
enough to apply it to any situation or event. Furthermore, the theme
was actually a late bloomer.

“The theme was late in selection, so it did take a different ap-
proach than in the past,” Student Engagement Director Don Willis

The Grifon

Willis hoped that in the future, the entire campus would be
involved in selecting the Homecoming theme. “We hope to include
discussion from students clubs and organizations as well as athletics,
alumni, faculty and staff,” Willis said.

As it tums out, the next school year marked the 40th anniver-
sary, so perhaps an “Over the Hill” theme will be discussed?

PONATION GREATION

by Amy Chastain

Canned goods were outlined in varying shapes and sizes as or-
ganization members clambered for the race. Suitable to the theme,
cans outlined the American Flag, stars, an army tank and a stetho-
scope.

“The point of Donation Creation is to make community ser-
vice and helping others a fun event,” Phi Delta Theta member An-
drew Gillies said. “By putting on an event like Donation Creation, it
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Alpha Sigma Alpha.

Yert Lixe Hert

by Emmal_ee Jones
Tl 28 NO hetter way to get a crowd pumped up for Home-
kits, lots of cheering and the ever-pres-
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and all
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Top Left: Alpha Phi Alpha Incorporated performs a
skit for the Variety Show. Photo by Harvey Jackson

Above: An Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority sister outlines
canned goods in various shapes for a community service
event. Photo by Harvey Jackson

Left: Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority sisters act as Army
Nurse Corps. Photo by Harvey Jackson

others up,” Phi Mu member ]f:sslca \Id\fh
Yell Like Hell succeeded as the kickoff to thL week by prepar-
ing students spirits to cheer their team onto victory. The event owed

its success to the organizations thatr made it happen and the participa-
tion of Missouri Western students. Keep yelling, Griffs!

Tue VaRIETY $HOW

by Jourdan Huffman
With only three acts to fill the half
riety Show, there was stll much added ement. Kicking off at 7

2
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Above: The Variety Show added exciting entertainment
for the week of Homecoming. Photo by Harvey Jackson

Right: A Western student acting as Uncle Sam com-
mands the crowd’s attention at the pep rally. Phoro by
Linda Shireman

Below: Alpha Phi Alpha Incorporated fratemnity broth-
nple Uncle Sam’s Starry Eyed Surprise during Uni-
Happy Hour. Photo by Harvey Jackson

p-m., the event first began with the announcement of the Homecom-
ing candidates. Following, Amanda Ready of Sigma Sigma Sigma
performed a Color Guard themed routine, where she and a few of her
sorority sisters twirled plastic guns. Sigma Sigma Sigma’s theme was
(I Jane.

“The women were very well rehearsed,” senior Nicole Shiflett
said of the performance.

Following, Tara Finley of Alpha Sigma Alpha sang “Come
Home Soon” by the popular country music group SheDaisy. Alpha
Sigma Alpha’s theme was Army Nurse Corps. With Finley in the
lead, there were also eight of her sorority sisters that stood in the
background, using sign language to display the lyrics during the cho-
rus of the song.

Lastly, Phi Delta Theta member Kyle Ellis played the acoustic
guitar while singing “After Tonight” by Justin Nozuka.

The Variety Show was a definite success, but was it here to
stay? Maybe a karaoke party of some sort is in the works for the fol-
lowing year. Hmm,

Thie Griffon

University Harpy Hour
by Olin Kinsey

Students definitely pur their taste buds to the test while decid-
ing which organization had the best drink. Fourteen student organi-
zations put their skills to work and came up with various mockeails
and catchy drink names. As students flooded the Nelle Blum Union
Food Court to sample, judges couldn’t help but squeeze through the
crowded lines. But, it was more than a sip that made students and
judges decide on who had the best drink. Catchy drink titles such as
the American Dream, Phierworks, Uncle Sam'’s Starry Eyed Surprise
and many more, all gave the judges somerhing more than they could
swallow.

“It was a nice chance to see different organizations come to-
gether and enjoy themselves,” junior Shignya Mitike said. “Tt would
be nice to see something like this once or twice a year, instead of once
a year.




Although, no matter how many students pushed throu
to get to the next table to sample a mocktail, this was definitely a
happy hour that lived up to its name.

Pep Ratty
by Frank Nemeth

Pep rallies are much of an American tradition as apple pie and
football. Students from just about every higher leaming institution i
the country have enjoyed one at one point or another.

The night started off with the singing of the national anthem
The band continued in full force in order to pump up the crc
as the Griffon mascot ran around making the audience cringe with
laughter. A few of the foothall players dashed to the center of the
basketball court after candy was thrown, but they were soon repelled
by a cute, little girl who was not denied candy.

0 by the Color Guard, M

Dance Team and the Cheer Squad, members of the football team an-
nounced their intentions of leaving Spratt Stadium victorious at the

Left: Judge Dan Echoff samples mocktails in order to
find the best one for the first prize. Photo by Harvey Jack-
son

Above: A Color Guard member performs a routine for
the crowd during the pep rally. Photo by Linda Shireman

Below: The bonfire, a beacon of school spirit, followed
after the pep rally where the Cheer Squad chanted to rev
up the crowd. Photo by Linda Shireman

preciation by
chants.
s a success. “It allowed students to showcase
* said Tonisha Bufurd, a third-year psy-
ice to see the support Missouri Western

BONFIRE

by Frank Nemeth

There is nothing like an enormous fire to get college students
fired up, which was the exact intentions of Missouri Western before
the Homecoming game against the Emporia State Hornets. Students
rumbled out of the M.O. Looney Complex after the pep rally hooting
and hollering. A large, engulfing orange and red flame from across
the street guided them to further er

The large fire served as a b of school spirit. Students
huddled around the flames to keep warm and cony Stories were
told of years past and wishes for future success was revealed to any-

Homecoming
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one who would listen. Many students had a bit of hysteria, or so it
seemed. As a gust of wind picked up, the fire got out of control and
students decided to make a break for it.

“I believe we should have these fires for every game,” said
Jay Summers, a West Campus staff employee. “It sends a message
of support, and then, we can start to achieve and then, we can start

succeeding.”

PARADE
by Amy Chastain

Lines encompassed Frederick Avenue as surrounding Mis-
souri High School Marching Bands, political advocates and floats
made their way down as candy was thrown from vehicles to the open
mouths of young children and adults alike. The bright Missouri sun
was an advantage to the parade as the community and campus came
together.

In correlation with the theme “Star Spangled Griffs,” floats

The Gritfon

Top Left: The parade was a highlight of
Homecoming with warm weather unlike the
last few years where rain washed out the parade.
Photo by Kailey Alexander

Above: The MV
pared for the p
tion of their routine. Photo by Kailey Alexander

Left: Homecoming candidates pose for a pic-
two men, Bryan Smith and David
hosen as Homecoming Kings

ney Smith was chosen as Homecoming Queen.
Photo by Cowrtney Puett

Right: At the start of the game, victory was
imminent as the Griffons led by a 28-point lead.
Photo by Courtey Puett

were decked out in patriotic décor. Alpha Sigma Alpha’s float theme
was the Griffon Nurse Corps.

“It took a lot of hard work to achieve the look we were going
for,” Alpha Sigma Alpha member Jennifer Kohler said. “We had a
large homet lying on a bed with a screen next to him showing that he
was flat-lining. There was also a large syringe and a cup of medicine.
It mainly consisted of pomping, which was a really tedious process;
however, it allowed for us to spend more time together.”

Although the Homecoming floats took much time to put to-
gether, they were one of many attractions of the parade. “Everyone
worked really hard this year, and it was great to see so much partici-
pation,” Kohler said.

¢ ORONATION

by Amy Chastain
Voting for the presidential election may be different from vot-
ing for Homecoming coronation, but the reality is that every vote




counts. For the first time in Missouri Western history, two men,
David Wyble and Bryan Smith were “co-crowned” as Homecoming
Kings and Whitmey Smith was named as Homecoming Queen.

Wyble bumped into a friend who did not vote the night of the
election. Wyble, who felt that one vote would not make a difference,
was not upset. His friend, who continued to apologize, accessed the
Missouri Western homepage and voted at 11:35 pm. Voting ended
at 11:59 p.m.

“I'm certain that there are a lot of situations like that happen
that I will never know about, but I think it is funny to know that
every vote really does count,” Wyble said.

Wyble's nerves did not set in until he was standing on the
blocks in front of more than 4,000 fans. “ was honored to be nomi-
nated and ultimately “co-crowned,” but I think the best news that 1
heard all day was hearing that my fraternity, Phi Delta Theta, won
Homecoming overall,” Wyble said.

&ame
by Amy Chastain

As the Griffons battled for a win on the home front, the Grif -
fons faced off against the Emporia State Hornets. With more than
4,000 Griffon fans in attendance, the enthusiasm was at a boiling
point at the concluding Homecoming event.

The Griffons were up by a landslide in the first half of the
game with a 28-point lead. However, the Homets came back in the
second half looking for revenge. Although the Griffons won, 28-21,
they allowed the Hornets to break through a 28-point lead.

“The overall performance was ok considering they gave up a
28-point lead, “Tucker Perkins, a member of the Men's Golf team,
saicl. “Our pass defense was not very good the second half, because
the Griffons threw a lot more than the first half.”

Despite the Griffons overall performance, it was an exciting
conclusion for the “Star Spangled Griffs.”

Homecoming
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Barack Obama won the Democratic party’s nomination after a close campaign against US

arack Obama made history books the day he was
elected the first black president of the United Stares
of America. But Obama has gone down in history as
much more than a president; he has experienced a rich
cultural heritage, a unique familial background and an

incredibly successful career. Obama’s wife, Michelle,
and two daughters, Malia and Sasha, also extensively supported him
throughout his presidential campaign.

Obama's parents met at the University of Hawaii. However,
Obama'’s mother, Ann Dunham, and his grandparents primarily raised
Obama after his father, Barack Obama, Sr., left Hawaii to return to
his native Kenya, Africa, where he grew up herding goats in a small
village.

Obama showed his determined perseverance when he worked
his way through college on federal loans. After graduating from Co-
lumbia University in 1983, he took some time of f from school to work
with a church-based group thar worked to help those living in the poor
neighborhoods of Chicago, Ill. In 1991, he received his law degree from
Harvard, where he achieved status as the first African-American presi-
dent of the Harvard Law Review.

Obama remembered the strong Christian values that his mother
and grandparents invested in him, working throughout the years with

The Griffon

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton. Photo by Associated Press

many advocacy program, which included Chicago, Ill., communities
affected after the closing of steel plants and leading a successful voter
registration drive.

Western students disagreed on whether or not he will be good
to lead the nation. “Obama will repair our broken image abroad, and
[ think he will also be able to fix our broken economy,” sophomore
mathematics major John Igo said.

Freshman business major Caleb Shaver disagreed.” I don't know
how Obama will affect the country if he is elected,” Shaver said. “It
will be an interesting time in American history”

Shaver chose not to vote for Obama because of his stance on
abortion and socialistic ideas.

Perhaps one of Obama's greatest assets in his race for the presi-
dency was his ability as a public speaker.

“T saw Obama speak in Kansas City, Mo.,” Izo said. “It was amaz-
ing; my 70-year-old grandmother and I stood up for four hours to see
him. We both think it was well worth it.”

Even Shaver agreed that Obama was a qualified public speaker,
citing it as one of the few things he liked about him.

Overall Obama has had a prosperous journey to the presidency.
Blessed with an exceprional family and a set of solid Christian values,
he entered the presidency with one thing in mind: change.



John McCain, the 2008 Republican presidential candidate, also ran for the presidential nomination in 2000, but lost to former US. President Geon

hen it came to the presidential election this year,
the stakes were high, and both candidates brought
very different policies to the table. But what do we
really know about John McCain? What hardships
has he faced? What did his father do for a living?
And most importantly, what is his favorite food?
(The answer is pizza topped with pepperoni and onions.) Ok, maybe
that isn't all that important, but there is still much to learn about this

fascinating man.

John Sidney McCain was born on Aug. 29, 1936, in the Panama
Canal region, where his family was stationed. His childhood was er-
ratic, because his father's naval career uprooted the family many times.
Perhaps it was this immersion into military involvement that made his
decision to enlist in the Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1958 so easy,
following in the footsteps of both his father and grandfather.

When the Vietnam War broke out, McCain volunteered for
combat duty, which landed him with the opportunity to fly carrier-
based attack planes on low-altitude bombing runs against the North
Vietnamese. On Oct. 26, 1967, McCain's plane was shot down over
the capital of Hanoi. McCain barely made it our alive, with both arms
and a leg broken.

McCain was kept in the custody of the Viemamese for over five
years, even spending three and a half of those years in solitary con-

o by Associated Press
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finement. He was repeatedly tortured and beaten until he was finally
released on March 14, 1973. For his bravery and perseverance, McCain
earned a Silver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart and Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross. In the months after his recurn home, he tried to regain his
strength and continue to be a part of the navy, but his injuries were just
LOO severe.

It was McCain’s will to fight hat fueled some students’ vote for
him in this election. “At least McCain knows this country, and what
it’s like to fight for our freedom,” freshman Spencer Cox said.

In 1976, McCain got his first taste of politics. He was assigned
as the Navy's liaison to the United States Senate. He won a seat in the
House of Representatives in 1982, then re-election into the Senate
three times, which only increased his reputation as a maverick politi-
cian, a man with firm beliefs and a quick temper.

But not everyone was on the maverick's side. “McCain followed
the same economic policies that (former US. President) George W.
Bush followed, and these have already been proven not to work,” fresh-
man Blake Thome said.

McCain officially entered the 2008 presidential race on April
25,2007. McCain did not gain the presidency, losing to Barack Obama
on Nov. 4. But in the midst of this loss, McCain remained a kind-
hearted war veteran, with strong morals and a deep sense of pride for
his country.

Presidential Race
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more,” Biden said. “It is not enoug
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to just get us out of this immediate

crisis. When we talk about change, we talk about wholesale in the
economic philosophy that got us in this hole.”
Missouri was one of the most hotly cont ound states
and its 11 electoral vores were key to the McCain c: n. Mi i
voted Republican in the last two campaig
The speaking event was part of a whirlwind two-day campai
shout Missouri, which also made stops in four additional cities.
The event was announced one day before and sold out nearly in-
stantly. Director of External Relations Beth Wheeler said that this was
the comerstone of enhancing campus awareness of national events.
“We worked hard to put this on at this short of notice,” Wheel-
er said. “We are amazed at the turnout of the community and we have
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Bic dships and the he: are  Imset: Biden is the first Roman Catholic to hold the vice presidential office. Photo by
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e ped in ! o el = Right: Eve ssident Barack Obama was elected the 44th Pre
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lection 2008 had finally sprung ameng us and students
were all anxious to cast their vote! The two candidates,
Sen. John McCain (R) and Sen. Barack Obama (D), swept
the nation as they went state-to-state campaigning for
an electoral win. But it took more than charm and well-
rounded contributions to win this election. Of the issues in
the 2008 election included the nation’s current economy standing, the
war in Irag, health care and education.

Missouri Westermn students played a huge role in the 2008 elec-
tion. The Center for Multicultural Education sponsored the “Vote or
Shut Up" rally to ger students involved in taking part in the election.
The CME also transported those students who were unable to drive to
the polls.

“T believe the CME's main goal was to simply encourage every-
one to get out and vote and know the candidates,” CME intern Mark
Gomez said. “We wanted both sides represented and wanted students
to get enthusiastic about voting. This was thought to be the most im-
portant election in decades, many of the issues directly affected the
students on campus and their families. By encouraging them to vore,
we hopefully made them aware of the issues and the impact they will
have on everyone.”

Certainly, students who owned TV sets and kept up with the
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media realized thar choosing a candidate was a piece of cake.

“One of the main issues for me when voting for a candidate is
if he or she is prodife,” junior Jordan Martinosky said. “I am a strong
advocate of the Pro-Life Movement-Love the Least. If the candidate
cannot support the weakest among us, then I do not feel confident that
he (or she) will support any other problems in this nation. I don't trust a
candlidate that does not have experience and has never done anything
except vote for the party line.”

Celebrities and various media outlets such as MySpace and Face-
book strived in getting youth to rock the polls. Reportedly, Facebook
had an estimated five million youth and college students participared
in the election. Furthermore, some claimed that this election was in the
hands of a younger generation of Americans.

“One of the biggest issues that [ mainly focused on this election
was health care,” junior Tasha Hayes said. “In my last two years of col-
lege, I have come in contact with more than a handful of peers that do
not have health care. In many situations, they have had to come out of
pocket for their health care needs.”

On the night of the 2008 election, Nov. 4, Obama was elecred
the 44 President of the United States with a 52.6 percent win over
McCain's 46.1 percent. Surprisingly, Missouri was the single state that
finished with an undecided number of votes toward the election.
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ashion Frenzy in France—the theme for Western Activi-
ies Council annual fashion show—began with 1ition
ativity, a dance crew from W

re the show.

ern who performed

on show featured clothing in genres such as
spring wear, retro, sumi
time, athletic v d expres: If. Clothing store
i the models to wear in exchange
for free advertisement of their lines. Buckle supplied the retro clothing;
American Eagle provid

were asked to provide the out
spring wear; Maurice’s was in charge of busi-
ness attire; and Kohl's offered to cover the rest. In the express yourself
“ategory, the models weri 1 to choose one of their own outfits that
best described their personality.

isha Caldwell, business administration and marketing major,
was head of the committee that ran the f: 3

first year in charge, but she was confident in how everything worked

since she was a model the year before.
“I think thar the show was a huge success,”

year than last

year, but it could still stand a little improvement next year. It was very

ssful, but [ am glad that it tume

was a lot more professional, on the models’ par

out so well.”

Freshman Robin Usshe 1 model for spring wear and retro.

-

As a first time model to any fashion show, this all was new to her, but
also fun and exciti

“It definitely was not what I expected,” Ussher said. “But, I had

ot of fun. I loved wearing clothes that didn't belong to me and it was

a great fee

1d had
«d looking a
. “lalso liked that they had a deejay
ions of the show. I think it woulc tter if there was one runwe

instead of , 50 I could see the clothes |

ter.

Ussher agreed that it would have been better with only one run-

runway,” Ussher said.

Caldwell planed on making further improvements for next year's
fashion show. “I thought there was too much down time between the
genres,” Caldwell said. “Next year, I would like to have an emcee, in
addition to a deejay. It will keep people entertained and the time will
pass more quickly,”

Fashion Show

.
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go on and on describing 09 W £ i ncert. I've

been doin ivities for 27 vears and that was easily the best
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is one of the s with this event and 1 think we sionificantly
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ats to their feet with hit
1 “Play the S " The

anticipation for Bla

The community
dents in atrendance this year.” er of attendance
for the concert reached a record dng 2 seople outsell-

ing the last country concert by over 2,000 guests. The CSE

continued on page 40
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continued from page 39

ributed over 500 tickets to students alone in the first few

weeks of ticket sales. Country music fans came from near and
far to witn sweet sound of country music.
“I'h tisement on the radio on my way to
tmaster,”
niels sa ot to work and
Id one of my girlfriends about it, and we set our calendars a
me day.”
s Blake Shelton took the s
lcome to the country sensation. Shelton
of his hits such : 1" and “She
Wouldn't Be Gone. > even filled the ¢ in on a litde
secret. “I'm Bla [ton and there are two things I'm good at:
drinking beer and raising hell!”
T sther surprise to the concert, Shelton’s
friend and country singer Miranda Lambert graced th
for the duet entitled “Home” with Shelton. As She
, Lambert performed her own hit song
the crowd pumped. The audience as
members had no idea Lambert wz
bert wasn't under contract to p ured that he
knew she was there. Sure enoug ; oncert that stu-

i

dents and community members will remember for so
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he monkeys and gorillas let loose as Western Greeks be-
gan Greek Week with the theme “Escape to the Jungle.”
Greek Week was a time for the National Panhellenic
Conference, the Inter-Fraternal Council and the Nation-
al Panhellenic Council, the three Greek organizations on
campus, to come together and promote important causes.

It was also a time for the Greeks to promote their individual organiza-
tions, attempt to recruit newcomers and unite the historically African-
American Greek oreanizations with other Greek organizations.

Many non-Greeks attended the events that were planned
throughout the week, including those who came to watch their signifi-
cant others perform in the many contests.

“I'm here for the laughs and entertainment, but also to support
the Greek organizations,” sophomore biology with emphasis in zoology
major Adam Spencer said.

Spencer’s girlfriend, Rita Sobbing, was a member of Phi Mu who
performed at the Lip Sync. Lip Sync was a contest among the different
Greck organizations where the performers lip synced a planned song
which, after one minute of being played, was interrupted by a song that
the performers had not planned on performing to. The first song was
“I Like to Move It” by Sacha Baron Cohen and performed to by Sigma
Sigma Sigma who dressed in animal hats and wore shorts embellished
with “Move It” across the back. Despite a few minor difficulties includ-

ing technical difficulties and getting started late (the jungle atmosphere
continued), the Lip Sync did very well.

Spencer and Sobbing agreed that their favorite event of the week
was the Olympics. “I loved the Greek Olympics because we rocked at
them!” Sobbing said.

Greek Week was important for many reasons. “Greek Week
helps show that Greeks can unite,” Sobbing said.

Spencer agreed. “Greck Week shows that Greek organizations
are a part of the campus,” Spencer said.

“Everybody knows more about Greeks after Greek Week,” ju-
nior history with education major Megan Stahl said.

Mr. MWSLU, a pageant show for men hosted by Alpha Gamma
Delta, was also enjoyable to the students who attended. “I can’t wait to
have fun and laugh at my boyfriend,” sophomore art education major
Cyrena Crecelius said.

Crecelius's boyfriend was a participant in the pageant. Mr.
MWSU included costume, swimsuit, talent and dance contests and
benefited the foundation of diabetes research.

Greek Week was especially exciting as it had been cancelled the
year before. Other Greek Week events included a the Greek Barbeque
and the Greek Olympics, Community Service Day and an awards ban-
quet at the end of the week.

Gireek Week

i3



aylin Slavin, a 2008 graduate of Savannah High
School, anticipated the changes college would bring.
She chose to remain near her family and friends, so
Missouri Western was the only available option. She
ited, but
nervous about adapting to college life. Griffon Edge,
designed for incoming freshmen and transfer students, provided a head
start with the college experience, which was perfect for students like
Slavin.
“Griffon Edge is useful and provides new students with much
formation that can be very beneficial,” Slavin said. “I think that it
is very worthwhile in the sense that it gives you that one extra credit

was like many of her peers who were

The Grilfon

hour that you may need four years down the road when it is time to
graduate.”
Griffon Edge introduced new students to Western facilities and
services, activities and traditions. The orientation program broke down
> values in four days. Wednesday, Aug. 20 was devot-
ed ro Quality where students attended the New Student Convocation
and the Campus Schedule Crawl. Thursday, Aug. 21 was devoted to
Enthusiasm where students attended the Griffon Edge Block Party and
the Welcome Fair. Friday, Aug. 22 was broken down into three core
values Freedom, Courage and Respect. Students watched the file The
Great Debaters and attended Griff-Stock '08. The last day of Griffon
Edge, Saturday, Aug. 23 was devoted to Service where students at-




Left: Freshmen enjoy the perks of Griffon Edge. Photo

by Amanda Hake

tended the Service Fair and completed a service activity.

Slavin's favorite activity throughout the four-day orientation
program was the service activity. “We didn’t sit in classrooms all day,
we actually got to go somewhere and do a service project. My group
picked up trash ar Bartlett Park, which was fun because it allowed us
to interact more as a group.”

She did not like all of the downtime of Griffon Edge. “The du-
ration of Griffon Edge varied day by day, sometimes from 9 am. to 4
pm. or 9 am. to 5 pm., but it actually could've been a couple hours
shorter each day if it were more organized.”

Some of the smaller components of Griffon Edge introduced
new students to campus buildings, campus e-mail and WebCT, repre-

The
Ed

by Amy Chastain

Above: Although Griffon Edge presented many ac-

it also allowed students to

served fun. Photo by Amanda Ha

sentatives of departments and campus organizations.

“I thought thar Griffon Edge would be an opportunity for me
to meet new people, make new friends, and figure out my way around
campus, having never really been on campus before. I did meet a few
people and became better friends with people | already knew, but 1
wasn't shown at all where things were on campus. My expectations
were definitely not fulfilled, but that may have been because instead of
initiating “ice-breakers”, my Griffon Edge leader just let us sit in silence
for the many hours of downtime that we had.”

Slavin did settle into life at Missouri Western as an excited pu-
pil. Whether Griffon Edge fulfilled its duties or not, Slavin walked the
halls of Missouri Western with confidence.

Grilfon Edge
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little paint, powder, high heels and a dream will
take you a long way,” Drag Performer Katinka
Mangina said.

The Pride Alliance hosted the annual
drag show for the first time since 2005. After
hanging up signs all over town, over 150 students,

faculty and community members came to support the organization and
flash a few dollar bills to support the organization. Students and staff
members were present to learn more about the ed event and
catch a glimpse of entertainment. The drag queen performers included

The Griffon

The Shaft Night Club: Noel Winters and Karinka M:
the show

ina. Hostir

‘Ms. Gay Missouri,” Sparkle Iman and co-

The Shaft Night 's (
Pride Alliance Event Coor

about the turnout of the show.

nator Tyler Rhoad was thrilled

“All I can say is wow,” Rhoad said. “Things could not have gone
any better. I look forward to next year's drag show.”

The drag performers certainly put on a show as students emptied
their pockets for support of the organiz:
and hummed to the Iy g

n. Audience members sang

of familiar songs drag performers lip-synced




Far Left: The Second Annual Pride Alliance

tracted ¢ udience. Photo by Courtney Slater
Left: Sp:

named Miss

to. After the hyped debate about an entry fee for the show, the or-
ganization raised over $350 in only a couple of hours. Pride Alliance
hosted the drag show to collect money for their organization to educate
Westemn students about a shinier side of diversity.

“The money we raised will help us with future events such as
World AIDS Day and hopefully in the future, a bigeer, and better
drag show,” Pride Alliance member Alyse Gordon said. *I think it was
a fabulous show that featured some of the best drag queens in Missouri
and the audience seemed to love the show. I am very proud of the show
and our organization.”

nd the
Quee

V' iSIII

by Olin Kinsey

rat-  Right: Drag
boyant costumes

Far Right: Phi Delta”

Students really took a shine to Sparkle Iman who fought for the
title of “Ms. Gay Missouri” for a long time. “It was an accomplished
goal | have been fighting for the last few years of my life, and [ have
finally reached the top.”

Student interacted with the performers all night and even par-
tied at The Shaft Night Club with the performers. Co-host Iman de-
cided to get a little personal with the crowd and discussed sexy topics
that most of the students seemed to relate to. The Shaft Night Club's
owners Mike Lefring and Dustin Matthews also expressed their support
to the organization and to their club performers.

Orag Show
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77 believe every family has traditions. In my family's case, getting together for the holidays is where our
./ tradition begins. Ever since I can remember, Christmas Eve was one of my favorite days of the year. The
image lays fresh in my mind when my father would carry his 20-pound camera on his shoulder, capturing some
vivid moments in my young life. I can still remember my mother and her three sisters singing, “Christmas in
Kansas City” in the kitchen while doing their version of a Radio City Rockette kick line. After finishing dinner,
all the kids ran downstairs, trying to “snoop” for our gifts under the tree.

d a2, ;
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¢ 77 hristmas has always been my favorite holiday since I was a young girl. This Christmas was as equally
A important, because I got to share it with my new baby sister. One-year-old Addie joined the Chastain
family in the spring of 2008. My father and my step-mom adopted her because Addie’s family was unable to pro-
vide for her. I am excited to finally have a sister. I have four brothers: Chris, Aaron, Axle and Alex. Although,
[ am out of the house and getting ready to graduate, she holds a candle to my heart. At one, she is already
bustling with energy. Her chunky cheeks remind me of a chipmunk. Her short blond hair and beautiful brown
eyes captivate me. I am taken back each time I see her. I see her as my little sister and I remember that blood or
no blood, she is my heart and soul.

epitteaetty L vew

/ ne of my favorite traditions that just my mom and younger brother share is staying up until the wee
L~ hours of the morning decorating the house for Christmas. Meanwhile going through all the decorations
one by one, and remembering cherished memories for almost every item that we use. My mom has always made

holidays special for my brother and myself. She has always given us at least two oraments or decorations each
every year for Christmas since I can remember. So when we get older, we will have these things for our homes to
share with our families. As you can imagine we have a lot of priceless memories packed throughout our home.
My mom brought a ton of things she gave to me over the years, including one of my most favorite things, it is
asilly old fashioned ‘70s or so plastic mistletoe. It may be overlooked in some households, but in mine, it means
alot.

L el < POINCI

/J inner included the usual — from ham to mashed potatoes with pumpkin pie for dessert. Everything
=2/ was spread out buffet style in the kitchen and the children sitting at the special table in the playroom.
Decorations in the middle of the table and colorful napkins set the mood for the presents to come. Following, it
was time to open presents. Because of the rough economic times this year, we all decided that the adults would
not exchange presents. However, that did not stop the children from having more than enough gifts to unwrap.
My grandchildren, Christopher, Lily, Courtney and Zaria, and Madison, my great niece, all less than 7-years-old
were the only children. Still, that did not stop the floor from being covered with train sets, storybooks, stuffed
animals and colorful toys.

The Grilfon
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e Mine.” “T Love You." “Crazy for You." “Kiss
Me.” “I'm Yours."

Every Feb. 14 across the nation, millions
celebrated the satisfaction of love. Flowers,
candy and love songs filled the hearts of many
individuals in honor of Valentine’s Day. But it
was not all hearts and chocolates for most individuals who saw Valen-
tine’s Day as just another day of the week. For some single individuals,

L

Valentine’s Day was just another holiday to spend mending a broken,
lonely heart.

“T hate seeing all these happy people walking around asking me
how my Valentine's Day was because they had a great one,” junior
Michelle Allen said. "I really don't care. [ wish they would keep their
happiness to themselves. It reminds me that every day I have to love
myself even more until I find that one to love me.”

Getting over it sounds like an easy thing to do right? CNN re-
ported that Valentine's Day was the most miserable day for people who
aren't in relationships. Of those, many found Valentine's Day pointless
and another way to unnecessarily spend lump sums of money for one
particular day. Over the years, it has collected such aliases as “Singles

The Grilfon
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Awareness Day” and my personal favorite, “Love Sucks Month.”

Toni Coleman, a licensed therapist and relationship coach in
private practice in McLean, Va., offered ways singles could spice up
their Valentine's Day.

“Un-Valentine's Day parties are very popular and can be a lot
of silly fun,” Coleman said. “You can attend one or throw one of your
own If that doesn’t work, go to the movies with a fun friend or have
dinner for three or four. Focus on what you enjoy and make a conscious
decision about how to mark the day.”

Some individuals found easier ways to deal with making it
through the day without having to focus on the so-called “happier
folk.”

“I really don’t have any feclings about Valentine's Day, because
I know no one is going to do anything for me or send me anything,”
sophomore Paige Munk said. “It is another typical day. It bothers me :
little when people receive things in the mail or flaunt it around, but [
get over it.”

Perhaps, we'll never see the day when Cupid can put a smile on
everyonc's face. As for many singles, they can all agree that the best
part of Valentine's Day was when the clock struck midnight.
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was sitting in my living room when I thought to myself, “I could
really go for some tennis right now.” Unfortunately, it was im-
possible to step outside without instantly becoming completely
drenched in rain. So, what solution did I come to?
That’s simple. The Wii Fit portion of the Wii gaming system
was introduced on May 19, 2008, This system combined the
ability to check one’s virtual age based on health and fimess levels with
the ability to find out what one’s Body Mass Index will be by entering
in some basic information.
It was revolutionary because it was the first of its kind. This
system utilized motion detecting sensors and a small remote. With its

The Grilfon

Middle: Kimber Roun

n of Wii Fit by enter-
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drastic popularity, the Nintendo Company could not keep up with the
high demand for Wii gaming systems. No matter how many were pro-
duced, there never seemed to be enough to stock an entire store for
longer than a couple of hours.

“I don't even think that we get Wii systems in our store any-
more,” Best Buy Employee Ben Healey said. “So many people want
them that we had to start selling them online.”

So, why was this gaming system so popular anyway? Maybe it
was because many different age groups could participate. The game
appealed predominately to children, though it was easy and fun to use
that even older age groups got a kick out of it. With the release of Wii



Sports, an added gaming component that allowed players to mimic the

real life movements of many popular sports, such as baseball, rennis,
bowling and even golf, the appeal intensified.

“I really like to play Wii Sports,” Game Stop Consumer Jaelyn
Hageard said. “I play baseball in real life, but it is just as fun to play it
on the Wii."

Another real benefit to the Wii was that it also tapped into fit-
ness with the creation of Wii Fit. This kit included a wireless balance
board with over 40 exercise routines. A person’s weight and balance
was calculated in order to calculate a BMI. The exercises themselves
covered a wide range of techniques, such as yoga, strength training and

aerobics. There was even a personal trainer that appeared on screen,
who offered personalized feedback.

“Wii Fit is insane,” Best Buy Employee Liv Peterson said. “The
way that it knows enough about you to give you a virtual age and fit-
ness level is the coolest. It’s the easiest way to work out without even
realizing that you are.”

All in all, what made Wii, and more specifically Wii Fit so in-
credible was that it bridged the gap between video game play and per-
sonalized fitness. I mean, come on, why run on my treadmill when [ can
knock out a virtual boxer?

Uirtual Workout

it
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] ighting the current of freshman first semester drop outs, students came out on top still
breathing, but with one unhealthy and frustrating consequence: stress. Stress overwhelmed
— and complicated students’ lives, bringing tearful distress and anguish for many. So, what was
ﬁ the solution?

Russell Phillips, assistant professor of psychology who taught a course on stress, said

there are several ways to cure stress.

“First, you can change the situation, the ‘stressor,” Phillips said. “Actively deal with the problem.
This might mean setting limits, being assertive. Second, you can lower your physical reaction to stress.
This means doing constructive things to get out the stress, or to relax. Third, you might change your
thinking about the stress by considering how much worse things could be or redefining success. There is
also the good standby of social support— getting advice or help from friends, family, organizations or a
religion.”

In terms of relieving stress, Phillips recommended such steps as exercise and playing sports. In rela-
tion to relaxation, he recommended a hot shower, yoga, a walk in the woods or simply, reading a book.

Students themselves found many ways to lighten their load and take the pressure off. Ashlee
Ackley, a sophomore vocal and instrumental education major, named several tips she used to aid in stress
relief. These included placing air fresheners, drinking decaffeinated hot tea with agave nectar, eating one
ounce of dark chocolate a day and getting massages. Scents like lavender and cinnamon calmed her and
citrusy smells boosted her energy.

Ackley also suggested other important stress relievers for all students to incorporate into their own
lifestyle.

“Exercise helps stress; it releases endorphins,” Ackley said. “Reading also de-stresses, You put your-
self in another world and forget everything. Also, scavenger hunts in Wal-Mart work when it's midnight
and you can’t sleep.”

Cassy Mohling, a freshman elementary education major, agreed that exercise was good for stress. ]
like to ride my bike when I'm stressed,” Mohling said.

Relationships also factored in stress reduction, as already explained by Phillips.

“Just reaching out to another person and putting some of your weight on their shoulders helps,”
Ackley said. “If you have a significant other, make him or her rub your shoulders!”

Common stressors of college students included greater academic demands, being on your own in
a new environment, which enabled new responsibilities and preparing for life after graduation. Stress af -
fected college students in different ways such as physical, emotional, mental and social. Although stress
might have been a natural part of life for these students, they found ways to overcome it and enjoy life in
the tradition of other fighters who came before them.

Left: To lishten the load of
classes and finals, students opted

for more sleep. Photo by Emma
Piehl
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Above: Students often found com-
fort and relaxation in the presence of
friends. Photo by Emma Pichl
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long-held American tradition was that when
one is provided good service, it is customary to
tip the person who provided the service. Has
this tradition gone too far? Are restaurant own-
ers using this courtesy as a cop-out for paying
their employees!?

Often, servers considered the amount of a tip to be a judg-
ment of themselves and their work ethic. “Servers work very
hard,” senior Aryn Gilbertson said. “When you work for some-
one, and in return get no tip, or a bad tp, it can change your at-
titude. I tend to take it personal because then I ask myself, ‘what
did I do wrong?”

The Griffon

The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 established a federal
minimum wage. However, restaurants were not required to com-
ply. Therefore many servers labored for around $3.52 an hour
and sometimes, less.

“Owerall, I feel that tipping should be reserved for out-
standing service,” Carrie King, a nursing student, said. “I'm al-
ready paying an arm and a leg for this food. If the service isn't
great, I feel I shouldn’t be obligated to tip anything. However,
our American society demands tipping to be expected and some-
times, required. Employers should pay their employees the same
as any other job does instead of mandating that their customers
pay the servers.”



| ﬁ e by Saran Dery

Left: Jesse Irwin leaves more than a 20 percent tip, $4.09. Photo  Above: Brad Daniels, left, works hard at getting the tip he
\ deserves; 18 percent was the soing rate for tips in St. Joseph.

Several Missouri Western students worked as servers. Al-
though the money was great, those who chose to work as servers
felt that you should at least tip 15 percent. After all, for those
who do a service for you, you should tip them in return. Many
servers simply wanted the public to understand their viewpoint.

“When you go out to eat, you must remember that you
are not only tipping your server,” Gilbertson said. “The server in
return has to tip out the busser, the host and the food runners.
Some people think it is not fair to tip that much to pay for other
people’s wages, but it all affects the service you receive when you
go out to eat. [ like people to think of it as, when they come in to
eat, they are ‘renting’ that table from the server. When he or she

Photo by Shaun Lesny

stay for hours to chat with his or her friend and there is a wait, it
is taking away from the server.”

Other servers also requested that people consider the per-
son who was waiting on them. Truman State University graduate
Angela Dailey was originally from St. Joseph. In order to put
money aside for law school, Dailey took over a year off from
college and worked at 54th Street Grill and Bar.

“It is a service that we are providing for you,” Dailey said.
“You should appreciate us and respect us at our jobs, as you
should be at your own. Have some patience. Don’t make ridicu-
lous demands. Realize you are not the only table in the restaurant
and not the only people that one server is taking care of.”

Standard Percentage
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Food......
For Thougnt

food for students,
| during breakfast, lunch and din-

icture a bunch of rag-tag soldiers in from the cold put-
ting their trays up to a counter to have a combination of
slop dumped onto them. They are hungry, so they eat.

What about a college environment? Food in a caf-
eteria setting can be less than desirable. Missouri Western
has several places on campus to grab a bite to eat, but
despite this convenience, many students elect to ear off campus.

The number of students, faculty and staff at Missouri Western
was about enough to make any lunch lady shake in her apron, but the
lines weren't long and the masses kept their distance. Was the food

The Griffon

here really repelling everyone or was there more to the story?

The options in town outweighed the options on campus consid-
erably. Normally, students who live off campus did not consider the
cafeteria as an option. Most of the cafeteria’s business came from stu-
dents who resided on campus.

“I think we need to add more variety, because they get tired of
the same foods,” said Sue Wood, cafeteria-dining supervisor. The City
of St. Joseph added Panera Bread as well as several other restaurants
such as Olive Garden, Buffalo Wild Wings and Jimmy Johns, which
provided the students with more of a variety in food service.



“The food at Westermn isn't bad, but the variety la

n Baker, a first-year student.

Other factors played a role in the minimal business done on
campus. “I'd rather eat on campus, but it’s hard to find a parking spot,”
said Josh Erpelding, a third-year physical education major. Erpelding
felr that the consistency of the campus cafeteria
, the food is good and others

In order to prov ions, Missouri V
mented more nutritional optic v can have whatever they ask
ables,” Wood said.

as NOt up to par, yet
wted, “some days “isnot.”

stern imple-

for including fruits and

Western provided nutritious meals at an affordable price to ev-
ery student, faculty and staff member. Other venues around campus
also served beverages, fruit smoothies and food such as the vending
locations in Popplewell Hall and
in the library.

After review of th

genstein Hall and the coffee stand

uation, the food and drink served on cam-

xme and unappreciated by oth-

as the reason for lost

housands that left campus to fulfill their hunger,
em did well enough to survive.

Food Service




t. Joseph had never really been a popular spot for shop-
ping. Until a few years ago, East Hills Mall was the only
major shopping location in town. Even with the addition
of the North Village Shoppes, many still continued to
drive to Kansas City, Mo., for shopping. However, this
all changed with the renovations to the East Hills Mall.

During the construction many people were frustrated with the
repairs, including senior Linda Shireman, a student of business, public
relations and art and employee of the St. Joseph License Office. “The
construction is taking way too long; last [ heard they are not going to be
done until sometime in December,” Shireman said. “If that is the case,
[ think they will cause serious problems with holiday shopping.”

Still, students agreed that the construction was worth the ad-
vantages in the long run. “T have seen pictures of what it is supposed to
look like when it gets done and if it looks anywhere near as good, it will
be really nice,” Shireman said.

Junior Katrina Darr, a dental hygienist major, agreed that the
stores helped St. Joseph. “By having a nicer mall, which is more up-
dated, people will like to shop more in St. Joseph,” Darr said. “With the
price of gas, this will be nice.”

Nevertheless, mixed emotions were raised concerning whether
or not the mall reconstruction influenced St. Joseph to be more like

The Gritfon
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by Emmal.ee Jones

Kansas City, Mo.

“St. Joseph will definitely become more like Kansas City, Mo.,”
art major Hillary Black said. “Other stores will need to renovate after
the mall is finished in order to keep up with the competition. This will
raise the city’s overall appeal. I believe it will be a good thing for the city
to gain a little more recognition.”

Shireman disagreed with this. “As far as St. Joe turning into Kan-
sas City— I certainly hope not! I was bom and raised in the Kansas
City, Mo., area and would hate to see that happen. I don’t believe
that is a possibility, though, because the people here are friendlier and
have a more laid-back artitude. [ am sure it has to do with their rural
upbringing. People know each other here; I lived in a house in Raytown
for three years and never knew my neighbors’ names.”

Planned additions were supposed to include the Sunporch Café,
Ward’s Tire and Battery Demo and a new food court, but many of
these have cancelled because of construction delays. The Fast Hills
Mall first opened in 1965 after undergoing several changes including a
major renovation and expansion. In 1988, Dillard’s and Sears’ depart-
ment stores were added including 34 new storefronts. The construction
in 2008 revitalized the mall through renovation and expansion and
attracted new national tenants.

|
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Shots of
ther

by Sarafh Derr and Jourdan Huffman

or many Western students, sleep was a luxury. There was
always a party, a T.V. show or a term paper that was more
important than the comfort of a warm bed at a decent
hour. Near the end of the semester, this only became more
evident as students began feeling the rush of last minute
projects and tests. It was very common for busy students
to begin seeking supplemental forms of energy.

Energy drinks and coffee-based beverages typically contained 80
to 141 milligrams of caffeine per eight ounces, which was equal to
two 12-ounce cans of a soft drink such as Mountain Dew, Coke or Dr.
Pepper. Nonetheless, these energy boosters seemed imperative to busy,
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e sips her Star-

overwhelmed college students.

“When [ study, I usually have to have my mocha latte to func-
tion,” senior Aimee Whitacre said.

Caffeine was the driving force in a typical day at Westermn. As
classes became more stressful, and the workload became heavier, so did
the amount of coffee consumed by most students.

Energy drink consumption continued to flourish since Red Bull
stepped onto the scene in 1997, the current leader in the vast energy
drink market. Because of the stressful nature of a college student’s life-
style, energy drinks were targeted to young adult consumers. It was not
uncommon that a student with a lot on his or her plate would require a



little boost here and there. Some had so much going on between classes

and their lives outside of school that they resorted to these forms of
on-the-go stamina with the use of energy drinks like Full Throttle or
Monster.

“T have a two-year-old, plus I work almost full-time and go to
school full-time,” senior Sarah Barrett said. “Energy drinks help me get
through the day and ger everything done.”

Some students managed to get along just fine without the help
of energy boosting beverages. “Energy drinks are fine for other people,
but they just aren’t for me,” said Karyn Daugherty, a full-time student
and mother of five. “I drink a lot of water and try to get plenty of

sleep.”

Statistics show thar although college students generally only
consumed one energy drink four days in a month, but the side effects
from consuming energy drinks were fairly common, and a significant
dose effect was found with jolt and crash episodes. Everyone could all
use a little extra jump in our step. The safest way to achieve this was
to turn off the T.V., leave the party a little early or get caught up on
homework whenever possible. The world doesn’t slow down for any-
one, so people shouldn't be forced to speed up for it?

Eneray Drinks

n



1

og owners have called dogs “man’s best friend.” Ani-
mal-lovers have even carried this over to other pets,
like cats and fish. However, on-campus students
were not allowed to own pets. Did they miss out be-
cause of this? Residential Housing Director Michael
Speros did not think so.

“Well, technically they can still have a pet at their parents’
house and also once they graduate,” Speros said. “While thar may
seem sarcastic, it is not. Students have ample time to own a pet and
invest energy in taking care of it. In this sense, [ don't believe they
are missing out.”

Of course, not all students visited home frequently, and many
parents took over caring for their children’s pets because of this.

The rules for students concerning pets in the dormitories could
be summed up in one statement made in Missouri Western's hand-
book: “Pets other than fish are not allowed.” The handbook stated
no other rules conceming pets. Allergies, property damage and safery
were the main reasons for this rule, causing many srudents to agree
with it.

“Kids are not thar responsible,” Michelle Ritter, a senior math-
ematics major, said. “They would not do their part in taking care of
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PECIAL FRIENDS .

a pet.”

Tina Williams, a sophomore clementary education major,
agreed. “Pets do not help dorm life,” Williams said. “I have lived in
the dorms, and it is chaotic enough without taking care of a pet.”

However, residential housing excused hall directors from this
rule. “Many schools around the country allow hall staff to have pets,
but not students,” Speros said. “The reason why is this is their home
24/17, 365 days out of the year. Staff does not ‘zo home” over breaks
or during the summer. They live here and should be allowed some of
the same comforts of professionals living of f-campus in apartments
and homes. Having a pet also helps in relieving work-related stress; a
less-stressed employee is also happier and more productive.”

Basically for hall directors, pets were a perk. Hall directors did
have rules for their pets. Pets had weight 35 Ibs. or less and could
not be from an aggressive breed. Their owners also had to clean their
carpets professionally before checking out and clean up after the pet
throughout the semester.

Hopefully, most students went on to own pets after gradu-
ating. No one should have missed out on experiencing man’s best
friend, even college students.
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an you imagine waking up every morning and arriv-
o to class early just to find yourself sitting in traffic!

Well, it happens! For some Missouri Western students,

early moming parking and traffic are a hug

Even still, the long line leading to the student par

lots has become an irritation for commuter studen

James R. McCarthy Drive was tl et for students who

entered campus from the back entrance to Western. Some Western

were held in traffic for more than 15 to 20 minutes. Junior
LaTricia Adkins found herself as one of those students who waited for
traffic to clear.

“T feel thar there is too much traffic,” Adkins
backed up whenever you are trying to get into and out
entrances. | feel that there should be some kind of e
parking lots, so parking won't be as hectic.”

So how long did this ongoing traffic problem continue to hurt
commuter students? Sadly, student commuters may be facing this traf-
fic issue for some time with the new formation of Remingron Hall.

. It's always
the school
n to the

Since the completion of Remington Hall will not be complete until
December 2009, students had to arrive carlier than they expected to

The Griffon

on time became an old
on. At this point in the semester, students came up with their
own solutions in order to fix this ongoing problem.
king here is terrible, saicl. “This is
my first year living off campus, 2 and what of f campus
students last year complained about. Every day it is a struggle to get
here and it makes no sense!”

But while commuter students et to campus
on time, residents on campus had no worries. With class just being a
few buildings away, on campus residents’ momings were less hectic
while getting to class. Not only did students who lived on campus not
have to worry about traffic or warming up the car, bur also class
just a few steps away. Diedre Mitchell, a resident of Beshears Hall,
didn’t understand why traffic was backed up in the momings.

“ get up on time every moming and notice how there is alw:
long line of traffic,” Mitchell said. “Maybe off campus students should
consider moving on campus to reduce time for getting to class.”

Whatever the solution may be to the current traffic problem,
commuter students only real solution may result in arriving even earlier
than they expe
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ou've got your Blackberry, your iPod or your Nintendo

DS. You have your Wii, your XBox or your MacBook.

If all of these things sound foreign to you, then clearly

you have been living under a rock for the last few years.

In this day and age, it is impossible to avoid the explo-

sive emergence of laptop computers, technologically ad-
vanced cell phones, MP3 players that can hold thousands of songs and
videos and pocket organizers that maintain a busy schedule. Electronics
were becoming increasingly essential to everyday life.

“I have my entire schedule on my phone,” senior Aryn Gilbert-
son said. “However, it's expensive to keep up with technology, so [ ory
to work with what [ have for as long as possible.”

Popular manufacturers such as Apple, Nintendo, Palm and Mi-
crosoft introduced new technology, making it difficult for students to
feel like their gadgets were up-to-date. With every supposed best came
something better, and then something better, like a never ending cycle
to keep up with the Jones'.

“I can't imagine not having my cell phone or laptop,” sopho-
more Josh Rieken said. “There are always new gadgets coming out that
[ want, but anytime you buy a new piece of technology, it is outdated
within a couple months. I don’t buy new gadgets very often because
they are too expensive.”

The Grilfon

However, for some students, this technology craze meant noth-
ing.

“This obsession with technology doesn’t really phase me,” fresh-
man Cami Solano said. “It’s true that technology puts out new things
every day and they advertise them desperately, but I don't feel I have
to buy them, just because some company says I should. I'm happy with
the technology in my life.”

But how do we avoid this phenomenon altogether, when we
were surrounded by the latest trends in technology? Some phones, such
as the Palm Centro, carried by many cell phone providers, offered Mi-
crosoft Office Mobile, calendar functions, e-mail and web browsing. In
addition, nursing students could purchase software for the phone that
would allow them to leave their books at home. The iPhone, made by
Apple, was a powerhouse of features, with full-screen web pages, GPS
navigation and tons of applications.

“Apple brings out a new computer, MP3 player or phone every
couple months,” junior Jonathan Crosswhite said. “It seems like there
isn't much Apple doesn't have their hands in these days, but their
procucts are definitely the most popular right now. I used to carry my
laptop, iPod, and phone with me on campus. Now, I don't really need
to because I have almost everything I need on my iPhone.”
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LOVIDED Bouy

ave you ever been walking out of one of the campus buildings and stumbled
right into a cloud of smoke outside the entrance? Did you ever have to walk
around stagnant smokers in order to proceed to your next class? According to
statistics, 28.5 percent of current college students smoke cigarettes on a regular
basis, even on campus. With over onefourth of our student population engag-
ing in this activity, should there be some sort of action taken to prevent it?

Would a campus-wide ban strip students of their rights? Likewise, would no policy at
all strip other students of their ahility to breathe when walking to and from classes outside
of the buildings? There were so many questions to ask when it came to an issue as broad and
widespread as this one, and the concrete answers seemed almost impossible to find. Nonetheless,
Western students had formulated their own ideas.

“Most smokers are considerate enough to smoke outside without bothering anyone, so
why can’t non-smokers show them the same decency?” freshman Tim Wang said.

More than 90 percent of college students who smoke daily and nearly 50 percent of oc-
casional college smokers will continue smoking for at least four more years longer, according
to a new study conducted by the University of Wisconsin Center for Tobacco Research and
Intervention.

“Smoking bans might be stepping on rights, seeing as it is the smoker who chose to
smoke, not the institution,” freshman Lauren Grable said. “But it might help smokers quit,
whether or not they want to.”

It was hard to narrow down a fair policy for an issue as common as smoking. Legally,
students should have been allowed to smoke outside almost anywhere, but what sort of action
should have been taken when posted “No Smoking” signs began to be ignored altogether? How
many times could the parameters be pushed and pulled before they snapped? Smoking did not
seem to be the problem. It was the way that some of Western's smokers violated this privilege.

“There are several designated smoking zones on campus but I don’t see very many of
them following these rules, especially around Eder Hall and Murphy Hall,” junior Rebecca
Weddle said. “The underpass is always filled with smoke even though it says No Smoking’
There are several smokers who take their smoking breaks at the side entrance of Wilson Hall
and I am forced to walk through their smoke just to get into the building. It makes me choke.”

All in all, this smoking phenomenon was difficult to handle, and a campus policy may
be necessary. Then again, who are we to say that one cannot smoke on campus at all? Stepping
on the toes of Western's students could potentially cause an even larger fiasco. We just have to
hope that when all the smoke clears, the solution will remain.

During the cold weather, stu-
dents huddled close to buildings
for a quick drag. Photwo by Brit-
tany Rivers

The Grilfon



All of Missouri Western's buildings
were smokedree. Photo by Brittany
Rivers
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wake up every morning in the same bed that I have slept in
for the last 18 years of my life. [ have always found a certain
sense of comfort in that. However, sometimes I wonder if 1
am missing out on the authentic college experience by not
spending these four years in a dorm room, with a roommate.
Is it possible that by living at home with my parents, [ am
important social element of college life?
rms mean living in a very small space shared with numerous
individuals, right down the hall from numerous other small spaces
with numerous other individuals, and that is not my idea of fun,”
senior Daisy Buntin said.

The Griffon
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Each living situation had its pros and cons. On campus students
were the first to know about campus events, the ones who were able
to spend all of their time with people their own age and there was
also that whole freedom thing. At the same time, these students were
entirely responsible for themselves. Any tangible need that they had
could not be purchased by a parent or guardian, which was a new con-
cept to someone who may have spent their entire lives in the comfort
of a stable, supervised home.

“I like the freedom that comes with living away from home,”

freshman Dani Barton said. “But at the same time, [ feel like I'm miss-
ing out on my younger sister’s high school activities that my older sister




npus stude

ivities. Photo by He

shared with me.”

There were positives and negatives for those who lived off cam-
pus too. Off campus students may have felt out of the loop sometimes,
which made forming friendships harder, considering that much of
their time was spent outside the perimeters of Western. But living off
campus wasn't all that bad either. Students didn't miss their families,
because they were still able to come home to them every day. Financial
issues were virtually nonexistent, since most off campus students had
their room and board paid for by their parents, which obviously saved
these students a lot of money, but that's not all.

“By living off campus, I believe that I have more time to get

Elements of
College

Life

by Jourdan Huffman

n with their  Above: On a nic

pus and off-campus students

St

homework done,” sophomore Melea Youtsey said. “Living on campus
with another person could be a major distraction. It’s too busy of a life
for me. I need to have time alone and dorms make it hard to have
that.”

Either way, our college experiences were what we made them.
If we tried to be involved, it was simple to stay connected to our peers
and our school. College life wasn't based merely on where we lived or
whom we lived with. It was based on how much experience we allowed
ourselves to have.

College Experience
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or the very first time, Sigma Sigma Sigma held a Pancake
Dinner at the Wyart Baptist Church. This dinner was

=y fundraiser for any chapter expenses that the sorority
might have, but in particular ro help pay for Rush Week
and Greek Week.

“We ended up buying a ton of food during Rush

Week, because we are together so much and that is whar girls do when
we get together,” freshman Kelsey Huwe said.

Kelsey was the head of all the organization of the fundraiser.
“This was a lot of fun, but I am looking forward to not having as much
stress,” Huwe said. “So | hope we have a great time tonight, but [ will
be glad when it is over.”

A lot of work went into the fundraiser, and their efforts were
well rewarded. The guests showered compliments about the dinner and
the sorority. Everyone praised the cooking skills of the sorority, even
though it was most of the members’ first time cooking, especially pan-
cakes.

“The pancakes are delicious!” said parents of Sierra Travnichek,
a freshman Sigma member. “We are very proud of her and her sorority
sisters.”

by Lauren Dillon

EAST

“Everyone is pretty new to cooking,” Huwe said. “Most of them
I b =

are still asking when to flip the pancakes or how much batter to put in
the skillet. So they might be a little messy, but we will learn.”

Phi Delta Theta members also showed up to support the Sigmas.
“We do a lot of activities together, so we sure were not going to miss
this, even though we have our own dinner later,” said David Wyble,
Phi Delta Theta president.

The Sigmas were familiar with fundraisers. They put a lot of
work into getting money to cover expenses. Previously, they completed
work for the Red Wheel food program and sold candles. They were all
big successes, so Huwe was very optimistic about how the dinner would
rurm out.

When asked why the Sigmas chose to have pancakes for dinner,
Huwe laughed.

“Because spaghetti has already been done,” Huwe said. “And
even though you would think it was weird to have pancakes for din-
ner, we thought we would have a better turnout at night instead of
breakfast. With a lot of people working or going to school, they have
more time to come to a dinner. Besides, no college student wants to get
up early!”

Sioma Pankcake Feast

b



The Missouri Western choir sing during impertant campus events. Photo by Havvey Jackson

(i} The Gritfon
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“I love watching them absorb
and produce and get excited
about what they just created. I
call it the ‘aha moment’ when all

of the sudden it just all clicks.”
- “Capturing Minds” page 135







Director Denald Lillie opted for a comedy, rather than a thriller for the production. Photo by Shawn Lesny
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Farce of the ZOmbies

he Communication Studies and Theatre depart-
ment put a new twist on the Halloween classic,
“Night of the Living Dead.” Director Donald
Lillie chose this play specifically because of its
ability to be made humorous, yet still fitting for
Halloween.

“I think we may have started a traditon for the Hal-
loween weekend with ‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show,” Lillie
said. “It gives people who are over 10 some fun, sober, harmless
and safe play time.”

“Night of the Living Dead” tells the story of Barba-
ra—who finds herself stuck in an abandoned farmhouse with
Johnny, Harry, Helen, Karen, Tom and Judy—as zombies,
who have begun turning up in droves, pursue them on the
night of Halloween. Some of the humor included blood-thirsty
zombie interaction with the audience, Barbara's fearful antics
of climbing in the refrigerator and under tables, the crowd be-
ing drenched with blood and a laughably predictable ending
where everyone was killed by zombies.

Western knew that as a small-town university they
couldn’t entertain the masses with high-quality, fear-induc-
ing gore, so they instead attracted their audience with comical
farce. Unlike scary movies, they also engrossed a younger audi-
ence.

by Emmal.ee Jones

Every director has his or her own idea, or “concept,” for
the play he or she directs. Lillie’s concept drew many surprised
looks as he made drastic changes from the movie version of the
story, mainly through the introduction of comedy. The actors
and audience alike loved the result.

“Don’s (Lillie) interpretation of the show was awesome,”
junior theatre and video major Laura Baum, who played Hel-
en’s understudy and a zombie, said. “If we had tried to make
the show serious, as it was in the film, it wouldn't have been
nearly as awesome as it was when we went over the top.”

The Communication Studies and Theatre department
employed various forms of advertising to draw in crowds. One
of the especially noticeable advertisements included the one
that convinced freshman graphic design major Angelice Hen-
derson to attend. “I saw the new electronic billboard by my
house, and then I noticed the flyers on campus,” Henderson
said.

The billboard was put up shortly before the play began
on the Belt Highway near Cool Crest Golf Course.

The play succeeded, judging from the laughing, blood-
besmeared students who left the theatre each night. Their
smiles complimented Lillie’s successful directing and the ac-
tors, technical crews and production assistants who made it all
possible.

Left: Director George Romero directed an Right: Several students posed as blood-thirsty
independent black-and-white horror film in  zombies, who interacted with the audience.
1968; Lillie's direction was over the top. Photo  Photo by Shawn Lesny

by Shaum Lesny

Niont of the Living Dead




|

I . 8 _d ¥4
Rachel Perry, as May, stars opposite Sterling Dk s Eddie. Photo by Cowrmey Slater
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by Jourdan Huffman

oy met girl. Girl fell for boy. Boy turmed out to be girl's half
sibling. It was a classic story of forbidden love, or was it? Sam
Shepard'’s “Fool for Love” was performed in the Black Box The-
atre, with a cast of only four students. The intimate setting that
the theatre provided lined up perfectly with the deep, twisted
storyline that made the play so famous on a larger scale.

Eddie, played by Sterling Dorrell, was a dark, tormented individual,
dwelling on the dysfunctional relationship he had as a child with his now de-
ceased father, played by Matt Wright. It was the manic nature of this character
that ultimately drew Dorrell to the role.

“I love Eddie because he’s completely crazy,” Dorrell said. “In the play, he
is referred to as ‘a fantasist’, but I personally think he is delusional. In a sense, |
relate to Eddie because he always sees things exactly how he wants them.”

The intensity of the play only escalated as it continued, as little by little,
the perverse story began to unravel. The audience slowly realized that Eddie was
deeply in love with his half sister, May, played by Rachel Perry. Pierce Karguth
rounded out the cast, as May’s current boyfriend, Martin, who was unwillingly
thrown right into the middle of this incestuous story. The striking language and
underlying message morphed together to create an intricate story that left audi-
ences speechless.

“It’s fun to watch your friends perform,” theatre major Amy Bryant said.
“You know what it's like to be in front of an audience and it’s so different to be
sitting on the other side, watching.”

The process by which this particular play was chosen was long and te-
dious. Student Director Daisy Buntin selected it, with the help of Assistant
Director Grant Metcalf. “Fool for Love” was a very special project for Buntin.

“T love a show that has a small cast and takes place in an intimate set-
ting,” Buntin said. “That is what [ enjoy working on, shows that are all about
actors and working with them to develop characters and moments.”

But what was the significance of the play anyway? Why should an au-
dience care? “The show is all about love and hate, as equals and opposites,”
Buntin said. “It is also about fantasy and reality. What May and Eddie create in
their minds is their reality. They are fantasists. It makes the audience question
what is real and hopefully understand May and Eddie’s incestuous relationship
in an empathetic way.”

The message was clear. Love knew no boundaries. This play showed all of
us that no matter how repulsive this love affair appeared to the world around
it, the lovers involved simply saw no fault, because when all the judgment was
stripped aside, all that was left were two fools for love.

Top: Dorrell's character, Eddie, was a dark character. Photo by Cowrtney Slater

Middle: Matt Wright, who plays Eddie’s father, rounds out the small production with only four
actors. Photo by Covatney Slater

Bottom: In “Fool for Love,” Eddie is in love with his half-sister, May. Photo by Courmey Slater
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Double Take

ozart, Franck, Copland and Rachmaninoff

danced out of the black piano in Potter Hall as

brothers T. Matthew and David Allen Edwards

played simultaneously during “Double Take,”

a program of works for two pianos. Matthew is

an associate professor of music and director of
keyboard studies at Westem; has appeared nationwide as recitalist,
guest artist, concerto soloist, and collaborative artist; taught a series
of Master classes in Seoul and Busan, South Korea; has been rehearsal
pianist/coach for the Annapolis Opera and musical director for Opera
AACC; has had major works premiered in Chicago, Salt Lake and
Baltimore and has edited the Schirner Classics Performance Editions
and American Music Teacher Magazine.

David has performed along the east coast as soloist, collabora-
tive artist, and chamber musician; held piano faculty teaching and col-
laborative performing posts at USC Aiken and Columbia College; built
a conservatory-style piano studio in Columbia, SC and served a tour of
duty with the US. Air Force as the pianist for the premier Tactical Air
Command Concert Band of Langley, VA.

This performance had long been in the works, Matthew noted
at the beginning of the recital. “We've been talking abour doing this
concert for twenty years,” Matthew said.

Senior music and technology major Andy West knew Matthew

David played opposite his brother, Matthew, as they presented Double Take to the
audience. Photo by Kelsey Wear

The Gritlon

by Emmalee Jones

from his classes, but local Beth Haenni knew of him from other sourc-
es. “My sister took piano lessons from Dr. Edwards and my mom'’s a
music teacher so she told me about the performance tonight,” Haenni
said.

Haenni said that her knowledge of piano music made the perfor-
mance more enjoyable. West was just excited to hear two pianists play
all at once.

“I really like the music,” West said. “My favorite is the last song.
Plus it's cool to see two piano players.”

The last song was Suite No. 2, Op. 17 for two pianos by Sergei
Rachmaninoff, which included an introduction, waltz, romance and
tarantella. Also performed were Sonata in D Major, K. 448, for two
pianos by W. A. Mozart, which included Allegro con Spirito, Andante
and Allegro Molto; Prelude, Fugue and Variation by César Franck; Hoe
Down from Rodeo by Aaron Copland and various other solo works.

Matthew was noted for his “honest muscianship and formidable
technique,” according to his website http://www.thomasmatthewed-
wards.com/Biohtml.

For musically inclined students, Missouri Western offered sev-
eral outlets where students could express themselves such as Chamber
Winds, Commercial Music Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble and Wood-
wind Ensemble.

Matthew received his bachelor's and master’s in music from Bob Jones University and his
DM.A. from Peabody Conservatory of Music. Photo by Kelsey Wear
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The Edwards brothers were both musically inclined pianists. Photo by Kelsey Wear
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Of the 150 band members, the percussion section is recognized nationally as one of the prominent percussion divisions in the country. Photo by Kailey Alexander
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1, 2, 3
March...

by Jourdan Huffman

he Griffon Marching Band is one of many extracurricular activi-
ties at Western that students can get involved with. The band
itself is made up of three major components. First, there is the
horn line, the percussion section and finally, there is the Golden
Griffon Guard and the Mystics Dance Team, who work together
to add excitement to the half-time performances.

Director of Bands Jeffrey Hinton, Griffon Marching Band Assistant
Richard Yeager and Percussion Director Dennis Rogers led the band. These
men worked together to create the success story that was the Griffon Marching
Band. But the real success lay within the band itself, in the skills and dedication
of its members. Every individual brings something different to the table, each
with his and her own set of talents and strengths.

“The dynamic of the marching band is great,” sophomore Brett Ryan
said. “We all really know how to play off each other, which is good because
we have to be on the same page musically if we want to sound as good as we

should.”

The popularity of the marching band has done nothing, but increase.
This year alone, there were over 150 members. Not only did these students
receive financial compensation toward their tuition, but they also formed last-
ing friendships, experienced personal growth and developed a stronger work
ethic. But it was not all fun and games, the hours were long and the work was
sometimes tecious.

“Practice every day definitely takes getting used ro, but in the end, the
band definitely prospers from it,” freshman Emma Piehl said.

Not all marching band participants were consistently happy to be in-
volved. The added stress that came along with the hectic atmosphere of the
marching band definitely took a toll on some. “Sometimes, I do regret joining
the marching band,” senior Andy West. “I just don't always agree with the idea
of having band students make shapes on a foothall field to popular music. The
concept really doesn't sit well with me.”

College life was all about finding a way to make your mark. It was about
standing out, and finding a place to call home, a place to fit in. Most of all, it
was about doing something you could be proud of.

“I love marching band more than anything,” Piehl said. “The majority
of my friends here are from the marching band and the color guard. I can’t
imagine what college life would be like without the marching band and all of
my friends there.”

Top: The Griffon Marching Band performs at home football games, special events and festivities
throughout the state. Photo by Linda Shiveman

Middle: The marching band, made up of three components, is also recognized for their strong,
well-balanced hom line. Photo by Kailey Alexander

Bottom: The Griffon Marching Band members receive a stipend for their hard work and dedica-
tion. Photo by Linda Shiveman

Marching Band
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For the first time, Missouri Westem invited two speakers, hushand-and-wife political commentators James Carville and Mary Maralin. Photo by Harvey Jackson
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Living in
History.....

f course Missouri was founded in 1826,
which is relevant because that's the same
year John McCain was bomn,” said James
Carville at the 15th Annual Convocation
on Critical Issues. A battle of wits ensued
as Carville used humor to engage the audi-
ence by degrading his political opposite, Mary Matalin.

Missouri Western hosted the Convocation on Critical Issues
Tuesday, Sept. 30. Guest speakers included husband-and-wife political
commentators Carville and Matalin.

Matralin began by humorously insulting her husband’s creden-
tials. “I would like to express how all of James' success is more product
of only in America. He was on the 11-year program at Louisiana State
University, where he received 55 hours of consecutive Fs. Yet, I con-
tinue to tell my girls he had a 4.0 on graduation day. They don’t know
that was his blood-alcohol level.”

44

Matalin encouraged students to focus on four subjects in order
to have a better perspective on policymaking. These subjects included
history, the Constitution, journalism and communications. Matalin
claimed that many policies fail because the bill was not able to con-
vey what it meant. Studying communications encouraged “clarity of
thought.”

Carville followed Matalin’s speech. “You are living in history,”
Carville said in his opening remarks.

This phrase was followed throughout the speech as he reminded
the audience that everyone has a chance to influence politics. “There
are stunning changes that are taking place, and they're taking place
right in front of you,” Carville said. “Do you want to watch history, or
do you want to help make history?” He encouraged audience members
to understand and be active in political policymaking, rather than sim-
ply allow someone else to make these decisions.

Carville also spoke briefly about what it was like to be a demo-
crat while being married to a conservative. “To me, it's much easier to
be married to someone who thinks passionately and differently than o
someone who has no passion and has no thought,” Carville said.

The Convocation on Critical Issues was less formal than in pre-
vious years.

“I think that Convocation is really good for the community,”
junior Jessica Roberts said. “Tt gets people to think about what is impor-
tant, how they can be involved and make a difference. Each speaker
did a good job talking to both sides and giving good advice to everyone
about our role in history.”

Other Missouri Western students had similar opinions.

“The speakers talked to us, rather than at us,” senior Erica Neier
said. “Sometimes we get caught up in our own problems in the Mid-
west, so having a speaker bring national issues here makes St. Joseph
take notice of something bigger than ourselves.”

Carville guided former President Bill Clinton to the White House in 1992 as he unseated
former President George H. W. Bush. Photo by Harvey Jackson

Matalin was the firsst White House official to hold a double title as assistant to former
President George W. Bush and counselor to former Vice-President Dick Cheney. Photo
by Harvey Jackson
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The Grillon

estern
cele-
brated
the
inau-
gura-
tion of its first president since
becoming a university with a
special ceremony. The service
kicked off with a formal pro-
cessional and Dan Nicoson,
vice president of university
advancement and chair of the
Inauguration Steering Com-
mittee, introducing Robert A.
Vartabedian, Western's fourth
president.

Student  Government
Association President Harold
Calloway, Alumni Associa-
tion President Greg VerMulm,
Staff Senate President Dan
Eckhoff, Faculty Senate Presi-
dent Brenda Blessing and Dean
Emeritus of West Texas A&M
University Sue Park, also a pro-
fessional colleague of Vartabe-
dian’s delivered congratulatory
messages. Following, Chair of
the Board of Governors Dirck
Clark, Provost and Vice President of Academic and Student
Affairs Joseph Bragin and Western President Emeritus James
Scanlon presented Vartabedian with two unique symbols, a
presidential medallion and ceremonial mace, completing the
formal installation.

Vartabedian experienced a rich background before com-
ing to Western. Involved in music and baseball as a youth, he
received a well-rounded education and held many important
positions.

“President Vartabedian has a bachelor's, a master’s and a
Ph.D. in speech communication from Fresno State University,
Wichita State University and University of Oklahoma respec-
tively,” Nicoson said in his introductory speech. “Prior to com-

Transtorming

Missouri Western's Concert Chorale performs at the inauguration of Dr.
Vartabedian. Photo by Harvey Jackson

Lives

by Emmalee Jones

ing to Missouri Western,
he held faculty and admin-
istrative positions at East
Oklahoma State University,
Wichita State University,
West Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Western Carolina
University and Eastern New
Mexico University.”

Owerall, students felt
Vartabedian would be good
for Western. “President
Vartabedian has a lot of
experience to bring to West-
ern,” Tiffany Hill, a junior
criminal justice major said.

Eric Boner, a senior
economics major, agreed.
“With a new president
comes new strategies, inevi-
tably bringing some change,”
Boner said.

Westem took a new
step forward as a university
with Vartabedian’s inaugu-
ration. After that it became
up to the students to live
out Vartabedian’s two chal-
lenges as they went out into

the world, teaching others
from the education they received. Vartabedian then presented
the inaugural address, describing his love of higher education
and leaving those present with two challenges.

“One, never underestimate yourself and your capacity
to give,” Vartabedian said. “Second, in beating all the chal-
lenges in the days to come, let’s not forget our sense of history
and sense of traditions. In 1918, we chose the Griffon as our
mascot. The Griffon is a mythological half-lion, half-eagle that
protects the treasure of our education. With this history and
tradlition in mind, and all the wonderful things yet to come, let
us roar like a lion, let us soar like an eagle, and let us always
protect the treasure of higher education.”



President Vartabedian brought new
strategies to Missouri Western, such
as his two challenges for students of
which were to never underestimate
yourself and your capacity to give
and do not forget our sense of his-
tory and traditions. Photo by Harvey
Jacksm

Ronert A. Vartabedian




James Huntermark, a psychology professor, passed away on Oct. 22, 2008, after teaching for 28 years at Missouri Westem. Photo by Linda Shireman
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More than

a Professor

by Frank Nemeth

ow is the success of a man measured once his time comes to
an end? For former Assistant Professor of Psychology James
Huntermark, the number of lives he positively affected
defined success. By this, Huntermark was a very success-
ful man. His popularity among his students and peers was
shown in full force at his memorial service.

Missouri Western students, staff and faculty gathered at Kemper Recital
Hall, Spratt Hall Room 101 to remember the life and times of Huntermark.
Huntermark passed away Oct. 22, 2008 after teaching and touching a number
of lives for 28 years at Missouri Western. As he cared deeply for his students,
friends and family, his approach to teaching and life shall serve as a model for
Missouri Western.

With a positive attitude and bright outlook on life, Huntermark’s pas-
sions included teaching, travel, nature and baseball. Furthermore, each weekend
he would fly to Florida, a state he loved where he trained his favorite animals,
dolphins. At his memorial service, pictures and sounds of the beach in Florida
were part of the presentation.

Huntermark’s work ethic was unparallel. “I always thought of him as the
utility infielder of the psychology department, always willing to step in where
necessary,” said Phillip Wann, the chair of the psychology department.

Huntermark earned his bachelor’s degree from Duquesne University, his
master’s from Marshall University and his doctorate from the University of
Arkansas.

“He was friendly and helpful, always willing to fill in when needed,”
Dean Emeritus Martin Johnson said.

Huntermark loved teaching and his students. Despite the number of stu-
dents in his classes each semester, he would remember each and every student’s
name and something personal about each one. Before each class period, Hun-
termark would arrive anywhere from 10 to 20 minutes early to talk with his
students. Wann stated that Huntermark cared deeply about his students and
developed close relationships with many of them.

He began his career as a social worker and used these skills in the world of
psychology to stick it out. “Jim always had the heart of a social worker,” Wann
said.

An emotional moment in the memorial service came as Shawna Wolfe
delivered a heartfelt speech that was filled with tears. She spoke on behalf of
other students as she stated, “He was more than a professor.”

Top: Students were visibly upset at the news of the death of a truly admirable professor. Photo by
Linda Shireman

Middle: Described by the chair of the pyschology department as having “the heart of a social
worker,” Huntermark developed close relationships with each of his students. Photo by Linda Shire-
man

Bottom: Even at a mature age, Huntermark flew to Florida each weekened where he trained his
favorite animals, dolphins. Photo by Linda Shireman

James Huntermark
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The government in the northem region of Sudan supplied the terrorists with weapons. Photo by Linda Shiveman
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Story of

s American children, we grow up believing and

knowing that home is a safe haven, a place to

rest and enjoy our lives. Unfortunately for Simon

Deng, home was all of those things until the unex-

pected changed his outlook on his own home and

life. Deng grew up in the southern region of Sudan
with his family and friends until his village was attacked and invaded
by Islamic forces in 1987 due to a war.

Deng witnessed several murders including his family and friends.
As his village was destroyed, several of the village elders were killed,
women were raped and beaten and children who didn't escape were
tumned over to the hands of the Islamics as slaves. Perhaps the worst
event he witnessed was of his father's death right before his very own
eyes; Deng was only 7-years-old. His father was next in line to be chief
of the small village in which they lived in.

“There were anywhere from 100 to 30,000 boys who tried to
escape from Sudan,” Deng said. “We had to cross a river and the only
way to get across was to swim. If you couldn't swim, you drowned, were
eaten by the alligators in the river or killed by the soldiers who followed
after us. They would chase us with spears and machine guns.”

In 2001, the International Rescue Committee was one of many
organizations who helped the “lost boys” resettle in the United States.

Survival

by Olin Kinsey

Every week, a list of names with 90 lost boys would be placed on the
list for the refugees to be placed in the United States. Deng was able to
come to United States on Sept. 19, 2001. The next day, he moved to
Kansas City, Mo.

“The event was informative and touching,” Center for Multi-
cultural Director Tay Triggs said. “I learned facts about the history of
the conflict between Christian and Muslims and the Southern Suda-
nese and Darfurians. I also realized that it is not enough to feel sorry
for the lost boys, because we all have an opportunity and responsibility
to get involved.”

Several of the lost boys were still in southern Sudan. There were
only 4,000 of them who were able to make it to the United States.
Deng went on to note that one of the most important things he cher-
ishes was an education. This was his one goal for coming to the United
States, but other lost boys as well.

“T was moved by everything I saw and heard today,” junior Pat-
rick Banks said. “It wasn't easy to hear and see everything that the
video displayed. It made me realize how blessed I am.”

Deng reflected on his thoughts as a lost boy. “When [ think
about myself as a lost boy, I think about how I lost my childhood and
lost my identity.”

Roughly, 16,000 lost boys departed the southem region of Sudan, and only 4,000 made it to the United States. Photo by Linda Shiveman

113



G.A.M.

E @ by Emmalee Jones

On Griff’s!

n an effort to reach out to local children, Western hosted

“G.AME. - On Griffs!,” an interactive program where student

mentors were brought together with local parent-child teams

in an effort to improve health among children. “We originally

got the idea of preventive intervention to help middle school

and elementary age children in St. Joe,” said William Russell,
assistant professor of health, physical education and recreation (HPER)
and co-director of “G.AM.E. - On Griffs!”

The program was the brainchild of Russell and Stephanie Cord-
er, assistant professor of nursing and co-director of “G.AME. - On
Griffs!” “I completed some research looking at interactive video games
and had always been interested in childhood obesity,” Russell said.
Corder, learning of his idea, jumped on board and the two began to
plan the program, along with Diana King, assistant professor of nurs-
ing, and Justin Kraft, assistant professor of HPER.

The importance of the program was relevant in a culture where
kids" “screen-time” was becoming detrimental to their health. Studies
show that the chance of obesity has increased six percent for every
hour of television watched per week and children watch 44 hours of
television a week.

“St. Joseph really needs this program; we're not very physical and
don't support activities,” Chelsea Carver, a nursing student and men-
tor, said. “Hopefully, it will stick.”

The two most important components of the program were the
parents’ involvement and the participation of the mentors. “We knew
it would be a more meaningful message coming from someone they
[the kids] got to know,” Russell said.

Mentors had to show an interest in preventive health and have
experience working with kids. “I wanted to learn more about how to
interact with my community and with children,” Carver said.

The activities for the event were chosen with the goal that the
kids would enjoy them enough to do them at home. This meant that
the games chosen often involved interactive video games.

Tanner Baldwin, a fifth grader at Pickett Elementary School,
enjoyed swimming the most. The parents were also encouraged to do
the activities and the biggest result hoped for was that of an attitude
change in the children.

“If we can impact kids' enjoyment of physical activities...then
they will be more physically active,” Russell said.

In order to get fit, kids engaged in scavenger hunts, Frisbee golf and Dance Dance Revo-
lution. Photo by Linda Shireman
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In the last year, the obesity rate in children has increased by six percent. Photo by Linda
Shireman




GAME. On Griffs is a program designed to allow students to serve as mentors for children in the community to help them meet their goal to get fit. Photo by Linda Shiveman
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Pros and Cons

inimum
wage has
existed
S

ince
1938
when the
Fair Labor Standards Act was
created because of the need
for better laborer conditions
and an improvement in work-
er's health and well being.
In the last 18 years, the fed-
eral minimum wage increased
from $3.80 to $7.25 and the
Missouri minimum wage from
$5.15 to $7.05. The Missouri

rage increase from $6.65 to
$705 took effect with the
start of the year and the fed-
eral increase from $6.55 o
$7.25 took effect in July.

The wage increase pro-
duced good and bad effects.
“Our student employees are
faced with pros and cons be-
cause of the wage increase,”
Student  Employment  Coor-
dinator Matthew Gregg said.

by Emmalee Jones

Even those who were
not paid minimum wage saw
the pros and cons to the in-
crease.

“The increase is a
good thing because it helps
students,” Lauren Trenkle,
a Michael's employee, said.
“You can't survive on mini-
mum wage, but every little bit
helps. However, it can also be
negative because it encourages
people to attempt to oy and
live on minimum wage rather
than getting an education.”

No actual positions
were reported as being cut ei-
ther on or off-campus because
of the wage increase, but there
were reports of cuts in hours.
Furthermore, this did not af-
fect campus employment as
much as off-<campus jobs,
because Western student em-
ployees were only allowed to
work 20 hours a week. Gregg
noted that this was a plus for
“ working on campus.

-l

“Their paycheck will be more,
but the government didn't
increase our funds, so a com- by Kelsey Wear

pression has happened. In other words, financial aid has the
same money to work with, but still has to give our larger quan-
tities.”

Stephen Corkins, a student aid in the library, agreed.
“Owverall, [ think that the wage increase is a good thing for the
individual, but a bad thing for the market. The increase forces
employers to clamp down on creating new jobs and redirect

»
c .

their resources to paying wage increases

On-campus employees like Julie Allen received $7.05 for each hour he or she
worked; however, college students could only work 20 hours each week. Photo

“I hope the wage in-
crease doesn't affect students
wanting to work on-campus,”
Gregg said. “There are lots of pros to it and students are going
to see more money going into their paycheck. Student employ-
ees can only work 20 hours a week, allowing for a balance of
schoolwork and work.”

Overall, the campus experienced a general sense of hope
because of the minimum wage increase. Gregg summed it up
with this basic idea: “Change is important for us to grow, but
we are going to go through growing pains.”
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Blueprinted
Lines

by Jourdan Huffman

ith a school as lively and populated as Westemn,
bustling with activity, the students climbing out of
the woodwork, what more can we possibly add to
benefit our campus experience!
The answer lies in the blueprinted lines of the
newest addition to the Western family, Remington
Hall. This 59,740 square foot building will be built east of Evan R. Agenstein
Hall, that currently houses the chemistry, biology, mathematics, computer sci-
ence and physics departments. Furthermore, Remington Hall will have a three-
story glass atrium that attaches the two buildings to one another.

“It sounds like a very extensive project already,” freshman Carli Wright
said. “Obviously, a lot of time and hard work went into even the idea of adding
a brand new building to Western's campus.”

Remington Hall’s name comes from the couple responsible for its con-
struction, Wes Remington and his wife, Patsy, who contributed a substantial
gift toward the $37.5 million dollar project. The renovation will offer 120,000
square feet of technologically advanced classrooms and laboratories, a great ben-
efit to the science and mathematics departments, nearly doubling the amount
of space dedicated to these areas.

“The new facility will give students better opportunities to experience un-
dergraduate science and mathematics, either as a major or non-major,” Professor
and Chair of the Biology department Todd Eckdahl said. “It will be a modemn
facility that supports the collaboration of students and faculty on applied learn-
ing projects.”

With the completion of Remington Hall comes expansion and updated
research facilities for students and more spacious classrooms. Spaces will be set
aside primarily for group work and studying, which will be beneficial for any
student majoring in mathematics or biology.

“As a nursing student, I am excited to see what Remington has to offer
me,” Wright said. “I hope to be spending a lot of my time there.”

Inside Remington Hall, there will be new food outlets to enjoy such as
Einstein Bagels. Students, faculty and staff look forward to the completion of
Remington Hall, a place that will encourage the pursuit of more science and
mathematics degrees. It will also strengthen the focus of those already major-
ing in a math or science-related field. Remington Hall will be completed in
December 2009.

“We think with the additional money given, there is a lot of future head-
ing into the sciences,” said Wes who with his wife Patsy donated $5 million in
order for Remington Hall to be constructed. “We wanted to be able to enhance
the area to allow higher education to increase within chemistry and the differ-
ent areas. We want to see St. Joseph grow, as well as increase its future with
higher education.”

Top: Construction on Remington Hall began in the summer of 2008. Photo by Harvey Jackson
Middle: Construction stalled as rain and snow wore on during the fall and winter months, Photo
by Carmen Smith

Bottom: With the completion of Remington Hall, new research facilities, classrooms and food
outlets such as Einstein's Bagels will be added. Photo by Shaum Lesny
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Remington Hall, a 59,740 square foot building, will be built east of Evan R. Agenstein Hall, the science and mathematics building. Photo by Harvey Jackson

fiemington Hall 119




120

Defteating the

vercoming national averages and statistics, the

Missouri Western nursing department defeared

all odds. One hundred percent of the Spring 2008

graduates passed their licensure exam on the first

ty.

Missouri Western averaged 85 to 90 percent of all
graduates passing the exam on the first try. These averages are consis-
tent with the state and national averages. The exam, called the NCLEX,
was a national certification test required to become a registered nurse.

Many students felt that the results would increase the popularity
of Missouri Western's already bulging nursing program.

“I think that the program’s reputation is going to be better be-
cause of this result,” nursing student Denette Pasho said. “Its reputa-
tion was already good before this, though. I think that more people
are prone to hear about the program and want to come here because it
shows that it is possible to pass on the first try and that the program is
affective in preparing students for the exam.”

Professors worked hard to prepare students to pass the NCLEX
exam. National tests were given at the end of each semester. These

Odds

by Sarah Derr

tests gave students a good idea of how well he or she was doing in the
program.

“Professors create their exams to reflect questions that one
might see on the NCLEX exam, so that students have practice answer-
ing those types of questions,” nursing student Carrie King said. “ATL is
also a helpful resource. It’s the Assessment Technologies Institute and
has a website that has a lot of practice quizzes that prepare students for
the NCLEX. The professors also include some of these tests as part of
the students’ grades.”

[ronically, the Spring 2008 semester was also the first time the
nursing program offered an NCLEX preparation course for graduating
seniors.

“Obviously, the whole program prepares them for the exam,”
associate professor and nursing department chairperson Kathleen An-
drews said. “We try to set our standards very high. Students really have
to study hard throughout the whole program. The feedback we re-
ceived for the preparation course was that it was very helpful. All the
faculty work hard to make sure that they are testing the students at a
rigorous level and making sure that they know the material.”

-

Two nursing students perform life-saving procedures on a dummy. Photo by Heather
Kietaman
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The Missouri Western Nursing department overcame national statistics when 100
percent of nursing students passed the NCLEX. Photo by Heather Kietzman




The exam poses questions that reflect what nursing students have learned throughout their coursework. Photo by Heather Kietzman
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FAFSA F

or college stu-
dents, this date
was one deadline
that we dreaded
the most. The
Free Application
for Federal Student Aid, also
known as FAFSA, was manda-
tory for any student who wishes
to apply for any type of finan-
cial aid. We all hated filling out
this lengthy application, but it
had to be done.

The Financial Aid of-
fice began to do something to
help students and their parents
fill out their FAFSA. On Feb.
23, FAFSA Frenzy, held by the
Financial Aid office, had sev-
eral Financial Aid coordinators
on hand to help if need be and
a lab full of computers for stu-
dents to apply online.

Angela Beam, assistant

y Lauren Dillon

Freshman Ceasera
Robinson answered her FAF-
SA questions for the second
time on Monday. She said
that having people there to
assist her with any problems
she had really helped. She did
not complain much about the
length of the application, but
rather the wording of some
questions.

“The questions are
difficult  to  understand,

Robinson said. “I wish they
were easier to comprehend.”

Nontraditional student
Charles Hanson said that fill-
ing out the FAFSA was noth-
ing new to him. He had four
kids in school. This was his
third time filling out the FAF-
SA for his own benefit, but he
had helped his children with

their applications as well.

ML

o | " director of the Financial Aid “Even though filling
2T S s .
st N office, explained that though out the FAFSA is not fun, it

7 li' ~ this was the first time the event really does help,” Hanson said.

- was held, it was very successful.

“We intend to hold an-
other FAFSA Frenzy on April
1, because even though the by Kelsey Wear
priority deadline has passed, people still need to get in their ap-
plications,” Beam said. “We would like to target certain groups
and have special events just for them, such as Greek Night,
Sports Night or Honors Night.”

Beam also said that anyone can visit the Financial Aid
office anytime to get help with their FAFSA. Moreover, they
do not have to wait for an event to come up before they can ask
questions,

The Financial Aid office held FAFSA Frenzy, a night where college students
could fill out their FAFSA wih a delicious slice of pizza next to them. Photo

“All of my kids received Pell
Grants, so it really helped out
with expenses.”

Third-year student
Ryan Scroggins said that he did not have any problems with
filling out the FAFSA. It was not difficult, especially with the
Financial Aid coordinators and the live help button that was
available on the website.

“T have filled out the FAFSA several times, and I know I
have to do it every year, so I guess that is why I hate doing it,”
Scroggins said. “Just knowing that it has to be done makes me
not want to do it.”
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Road Trip

he decision to take someone’s life is an irreversible

choice. It affects many more than just the killer him or

herself. The three speakers at Missouri Road Trip for

Justice knew this concept only so well. Road Trip for

Justice focused on the inevitableness of human error,

the need ro research the death penalty more and the
impossibility of perfection for the death penalty system.

Attending students were interested to leam more about the
death penalty. “Theres a lot of controversy over the death penalty, so
it will be interesting to hear a different perspective,” communications
major Jesse West said.

Criminal Justice major Ryan Wallace was particularly interested
in the first speaker Dennis Fritz. “I wanted to see what it is like to be
convicted of something you didn’t do and be lucky enough to get off,”
Wallace said.

Fritz was convicted of first-degree murder and rape and was
sentenced to life in prison in Oklahoma. However, his co-defendant
Ron Willamson was sentenced to death row. In 1999, DNA evidence
exonerated both men. Fritz expressed his gratitude for being free.

“It is an honor to stand here today as a free man,” Fritz said. “I
couldn’t say that several years back.”

In a passionate stance, Fritz explained his presence at the assem-
bly. “Mr. Williamson rode a rollercoaster ride out of hell for the death

| Road Trip
‘ for |
Justice

for Justice

by Emmalee Jones

penalty,” Fritz said. “I'm here today, because I don't believe in the death
penalty.”

Linda Taylor, the second speaker, viewed the death penalty
from a mother’s standpoint. Her son, Michael, was sentenced to death
in 1991. Taylor's words bordered on heartbreakingly poetic when she
described her feelings after leaming that her son was sentenced to
death row.

“Ir felt like I fell beneath the earth, like I fell into hell,” Taylor
said.

Bess Klassen-Landis, the third speaker, was 13-years-old when
she came home from school to find her mother lying in a pool of her
own blood. She forgave her mother's killer and worked to promote love
and mercy for murderers for the sake of the murder victim's families.

“We have a deep hole inside us,” Klassen-Landis said. “The
state suggests we fill it with vengeance, but only when I could see my
mother’s murderer as a person, not a monster, could I begin to let go of
the hate inside of me. If I can reach out in love, then I have not been
destroyed.”

All three speakers discouraged the death penalty system because
of its many faults and their own personal experiences. This event was
the inaugural presentation for Road Trip for Justice, which af terwards
continued onto other locations.

The first speaker, Dennis Fritz spent nearly 10 vears in prison after being wrongfully
convicted of raping and murdering Debra Sue Carter, o waitress at the Coach Light
Club in Ada, Olda. Photo by Linda Shiveman

The Griffon

Road Trip for Justice encouraged students to consider the worth of human life and how
the death penalty affected everyone. Photo by Linda Shireman




The audience listens as the third speaker, Bess Klassen-Landis stares that she met and forgave her mother's killer. Photo by Linda Shireman

fload Trip for Justice




Western Military Division and RC varticipants Justin Mills and his date Mandie Nocita enjoy a night of festivities. Photo by Shaun Lesny
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Military
Celebration

by Olin Kinsey

ining in is a formal military ceremony for members of a com-
pany or other unit, which includes a dinner, drinking and
other events to foster camaraderie and esprit de corps. This
has become an annual tradition for those who are in Western
Military Division and ROTC.
This year, the keynote speaker featured Col. Christopher
Hughes, author of “War on Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander’s War in
Iraq and the Pentagon.” Hughes, a battalion commander, received worldwide
attention for defusing a tense situation in the city of Najaf in the early days of
Operation Iragi Freedom. As students, faculty and staff of the Western Mili-
tary Division welcomed Hughes, who offered this piece of advice in hopes that
others would follow.

“The things that I hold most dear in terms of being a leader are confi-
dence, intelligence, common sense and the ability to set the example,” Hughes
said. “The ability to be bold, innovative and unafraid of risk.”

Hughes spent a few moments talking specifically to students who were in
various military training at Western. While sharing his past experience, Hughes
asked that the soldiers in the room not forget the training they have learned
from inside the classroom and outside on the fields. “When you leave this pro-
gram, | want you to remember the enthusiasm, the integrity of these officers
and this office.”

Lolita Murphy, a Center for Student Engagement intem, attended the
celebration. She found Hughes' speech to be somewhat informative for herself
and her own struggles and life issues.

“What I liked most about what Col. Hughes emphasized was to ‘learn
from history, so that you yourself won't make the same mistakes,” Murphy said.
“I feel that’s a concept that most people fail to remember.”

Among a traditional speaker attending the ball, many traditions followed
the evening's nightcap. Of great food, over two hours of dancing and a host
of friends, the “grog bowl” may have been one of the night's biggest highlights.
From the outside looking in, the grog bowl tradition may come off as a bit odd.
After all, it's prepared from an actual boot of a soldier’s uniform. While the
Murphy explained that disgusting the audience was one of the main goals of
the grog bowl traditions.

“The purpose of the grog bowl is to disgust, and amuse those, present,”
Murphy said. “Usually, having to drink from the grog bowl is a form of punish-
ment and in reality, it's just the military’s way of loosening up..it’s a drinking
game!”

Of those in attendance who drank from the grog bowl was LTC Marcus
Majure. Majure was professor of military science for the ROTC Pony Express
Battalion Headquarter at Western.

Top: Col. Christopher Hughes book records the actions that were taken in Najaf, Iraq during a
difficulr mission early in the war. Photo by Shaun Lesny

Middle: Troy Kull, Morgan Eckles, Melissa Bledsoe and Andrew Moffett get into the right forma-
tion during the Military Ball. Photo by Shaum Lesny

Bottom: Northwest Missouri students also attended the Military Ball, uniting two universities for
an evening. Photo by Shaun Lesny

Military Celeoraion

1



The Griffon

Of all of the events The Ehony Colle-
gians hosted, “Group Bowl" wus one
of the events where students relaxed
and enjoyed the company of others.
Photo by Conertney Slager 3




Week of Histo

Ly

by Olin Kinsey

he Ebony Col-

legians started

the week off

with the ever-

50 spiritual

and  uplifting

“Gospel Extravaganza” on
the Sabbath day. This was
one of the events that TEC
has maintained a tradition
since before the ‘90s. Every
year, the organization invited
several churches and religious
otganizations within the St.
Joseph community to perform
and spread an uplifting mes-
sage through song and praise.
Students really took a
shine to the “Night in the Loo-
ney” event held in the small
oym of the Looney Complex.
TEC hosted several games
such as double-dutch contest,
cards games and barbeque for
those with an appetite. All of
the proceeds were made to the
organization to better future
programs the organization

discussion during our meet-
ings which is a time for any-
one who has idea to present
it to the general body and we
go from there,” Hazley said.
“There have been a few oc-
casions where we have called
people into our meetings to
poll them on different ideas
we have come up with it.”
TEC set out seven
scheduled events for the week.
Aside from the two maost pop-
ular events of the week, TEC
also put on the “Black History
Challenge” in honor of Black
History Month. This was a
test to challenge each stu-
dent’s knowledge and memory
about past events within Af-
rican American history. TEC
organized a series of questions
describing certain events and
moments in history that re-
quired students to think back
to their history lessons.
Alongside the Black
History Challenge, the Black

Di‘dlm&" on. Students found  Carmen Smith, an Ebony Collegians member, challenges students on African- & White Social, the Rap

themselves reminiscing old  American history. Photo by Heather Kietoman

memories of their childhood schoolyard.

“This week gave me an opportunity to relieve some
stress and have a lot of fun,” junior Precious Jones said after
attending the “Night in the Looney” event. ‘It reminded me of
recess when [ was in elementary school. Most of the girls were
playing double-dutch and the guys were shooting hoops; it was
a lot of fun!”

The ideas for the different events scheduled didn’t come
at a spur of the moment. TEC treasurer Ashant Hazley said
that TEC discussed the events for weeks.

“When coming up with daily events, TEC had open

Battle, a day dedicated to
community service and “Group Bowl” at Belt Bowl. TEC even
offered free shuttle rides over to the bowling alley.

“l was glad I didn't have to drive tonight,” junior Randel
Logan said. “T was so amped about going bowling since it's been
a while, but when I found out they had free rides, that just
gave me an even better excuse to go."

For over 15 years, TEC has been one of the longest run-
ning minority organizations at Western. TEC continued the
tradition of their annual “TEC Week” with a line-up of edu-
cational and interactional programs to the Western student

body.

TEC Week
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The first annual Hot Wheels Derby brought the St. Jc community and campus together. Photo by Linda Shireman
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Hot Wheels Derby

he Center for Multicultural Education hosted a

unique intramural activity on April 11 in the Loo-

ney Complex Arena. This was the First Annual In-

tramural Hot Wheels Derby. What made the Hot

Wheels Derby so unique was the fact that it was

not Western students participating in it, but local
elementary children and their parents even racing their hot wheels.
The first 120 participants received a free hot dog, chips and drink
and participants were encouraged to bring their own car. Although,
there were also cars provided for those who needed them.

Faith and Dearien Courtney participated in the Hot Wheels
Derby with their two boys as a family event. “My boys are taking
a home school physical education class with a Western professor
who told us about the derby,” Faith said. “We both thought it was
a great idea.”

Marceil Flatt, who had five grandsons, competed in the Hot
Wheels Derby, felt there were many benefits to it. “Hot Wheels
help develop motor skills and all boys like cars,” Flatt said.

Flatt could not help, but smile as she talked about her grand-
sons playing with hot wheels. “One of their favorite cars is Spider-

Hot Wheels were popular among many ages. Photo by Linda Shiveman

by Emmalee Jones

man's car,” Flart said. “I try to buy them whenever I find them,
because everybody wants the same one.”

Dearien admitted that he had about as much fun as his sons
playing with the cars. “Guys like cars and this is especially fun be-
cause it is a family deal,” Dearien said.

Faith also enjoyed it. “I just like racing,” Faith said.

Dearien and Faith felt that playing with Hot Wheels toys
fostered imagination for their two boys.

“1 give applause to the person who thought of this,” Dearien said.

According to www.wikipedia.org, Hot Wheels was intro-
duced by Mattel in 1968 and was the main competitor of Johnny
Lightning and Matchbox cars until Mattel introduced Matchbox in
1996. Mattel has licenses with General Motors, Ford Motor Com-
pany, Chrysler Motors, Ferrari, Mazda and Toyora to produce 1:64
or 1:43 scale cars. Mattel also produced accessories such as tracks
for their Hot Wheels line, as well as the “Sizzlers,” rechargeable
electric cars, “Hot Line” trains, “R-R-Ramblers” motoreycles, “Hot
Birds” airplanes and the half-human, half-machine “Farbs.” There
were almost 10,000 models of Hot Wheels cars.

Hot Wheels came in many shapes and sizes one of which was the Spiderman car. Photo
by Lmda Shiveman

Hot Wheels Derby
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Affordable
T Care

he stability of health insurance was something that students may

have easily overlooked in the process of getting settled into life

as an individual, but it was actually one of the most important

things to consider. While some family health insurance plans will

continue to cover college students, those plans can be canceled

at anytime. Students will ultimately be faced with some tough
choices at some point.

“College students really don’t realize how important it is to have good
health insurance,” Heartland Regional Medical Center Nurse Jeana Haggard
said. “It’s not only a beneficial aid, but it is very necessary, because you never
know what life is going to throw at you, and you need to be prepared financially
for an unexpected injury.”

A recent study found that 30 percent of college students did not have
any type of health insurance. Furthermore, more than four million students
across the country paid for any health care needed out-of-pocket.

The study also discovered that those students without health insurance
were far less likely to make it through the four or five years necessary to gradu-
ate from college than those who were covered by a health insurance policy of
some kind. Students without a health insurance plan were often forced to drop
out of school to work to pay off their medical bills.

A simple illness such as the cold or flu could have quickly and easily been
treated with antibiotics or other prescription drugs. However, if you were an
uninsured college student, living on a very limited budget, you may have had to
miss several days of classes, because of untreated illness. Furthermore, you could
fall behind on class work, because you could not afford to see a doctor or pay
for a necessary prescription.

“I'd like to be able to take a break from school if I need to, and not have
to worry that I won't be able to go to the doctor if I break my arm, or that I
won'’t be able to get the correct treatment I need,” sophomore Lexi Moore said.

For students who did not have health care coverage, there were options.
A student could contact the nearest hospital and ask about income-based clinics
in the area. Since student incomes were generally not on the hefty side, students
usually paid nothing or only a minimum required amount. Some of these facili-
ties even provided yearly check-ups, birth control and prescriptions as a bonus.

“Health care is just something you can’t avoid,” sophomore Emily Un-
zicker said. “You never know when you are going to need it, and in my opinion,
it's better to be safe than sorry.”

Top: The Esry Health Center offered services such as allergy injections, contraceptive treatment
and pregnancy testing. Photo by Kelsey Wear

Middle: A Health Forum was held during the spring semester to educate students on basic health
information. Photo by Heather Kietzman

Bottom: Students do not pay a health fee at the dme of registration; however, other charges do
apply in terms of medicarion and services. Photo by Kelsey Wear
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Toward the end of the spring semester, the Esry Health Center offered a book fair to help educate students about health issues. Photo by Heather Kietzman

Hiealth Gare
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rt is prob-
lem-solv-
ing,” As
sociate
Professor
of Art Jean-
nie Harmon-Miller said. “It is
also very very personal and
ongoing. You can keep work-
ing on the same problem over
and over again. That is why so
many artists work in series.”
These were only a few of the
attributes that Harmon-Miller
confessed to love about art,
attributes that she would con-
tinue to love even after retir-
ing in the Spring of 2009.
Harmon-Miller arrived
at Western in 1975 shortly
after finishing her graduate
studies at the University of
Kansas. When asked why she
chose to take this job Har-
mon-Miller described the story
almost as though it were fate
for her to come to Western.
“There was a job open-
ing looking for someone with

ence, but also design,” Har-

mon-Miller said. “T majored in photo and design theory. There
was no photo or graphic desien program at Western before 1
came along. 1 also started an internship program within the
photo and graphic design program.”

Harmon-Miller had also taught for a short time at the
University of Kansas after graduating from graduate school
and before coming to Western.

Harmon-Miller could not help but show her mixed feel-

v pl i . Unlike her sisters who were book-smart, she liked to make things with her
not only photograply experi- ., ¢ and draw. Photo by Kailey Alexander

Minds

by Emmalee Jones

ingsasshe talked about leaving
Western. “I'm mostly excited,
not to leave, but to have a lot
of time,” Harmon-Miller said.
“I want to make art and travel
with my husband. However, I
will definitely miss the major-
ity of students.”

Harmon-Miller's
love of working with young
people was what inspired her
to be such a great instructor
and what made her unique.
“I love helping students cre-
ate and grow in confidence
and understanding of the art
world and of photography,”
Harmon-Miller said. “I love
watching them absorb and
produce and get excited about
what they just created. I call it
the ‘aha moment’ when all of
the sudden it just all clicks.”

Harmon-Miller grew
up with a love of art instilled
in her from an early age on.
“I've always loved art and was
good at it,” Harmon-Miller
said. “I had three sisters who
were all book-smart and ex-
celled in that. I didn't, but I
loved to draw and make things. I navigated to one because |
wasn't good at the other.”

Harmon-Miller admitted that it was nearly impossible to
separate her job from the rest of her life and that it would be
a big change after leaving Western. She did plan to continue
mentoring art students on campus as a way to stay connected
with the student body and further her enjoyment of the art
world.

Jeannie Harmon-Miller
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The ©nd or Just
Deginning 7

by Jourdan Ruffiman

ou've spent the last four years attempt-

ing find the fastest route to take to

your classes when you were running

late, studying for countless exams, re-

gurgitating a hefty amount of material,

suffering from at least a million hand
cramps after writing all those papers and of course, dealing
with the rest of your life outside of the walls of Western.
But here it is, Graduation Day.

“After five years and four different majors, [ am
ready to graduate,” speech communications major Jordan
Martinosky said. “But it's weird to think that this journey is
coming to an end and another adventure is about to start.”

The prospect of graduation seemed to be bittersweet
for a lot of the graduates. In so many respects, it was incred-
ibly exciting. After all that hard work, it was finally over.
The rest of your life can now begin. On the other hand, the
comfort zone that Western had become for so many stu-
dents would now be stolen away. The real world was calling,
and you had no choice but to answer.

“I'm not sure if I'm ready,” organizational communi-
cations major Spencer Moss said. “Regardless, it's happen-
ing, and I guess I just have to go with ir.”

continued on page 139

Top: Professors also joined in the commencement activities. Photo by Linda
Shireman

Bottom: Depending on the degree ar hand, some students graduated in the
early afterncon and others later in the aftemoon. Photo by Linda Shireman
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Whitney Smith, in the background, looks on for family and friends. Photo by Linda Shireman
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It was a rocky start to a new life as a graduates prepared themselves to enter into a looming recession. Photo by Linda Shireman
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continued from page 136

here was so much to think about
when it came to graduation, like
the ceremony itself, the career
planning and the graduation
party. But what about Western?
What about the people that every

graduate this year was leaving behind? “I will miss the pro-
fessors,” Moss said.

After all the time spent at Western, there were so
many lessons learned along the way. These graduates walked
away with so much more than a college degree. “I have
learned that life is about so much more than your GPA,"
nursing student Emily Jones said.

The economy and its blunders have put a bit of a
damper on the job market availability. But for many gradu-
ating students, this will not hinder their hopes at being suc-
cessful. “I am nervous, because in this economy, it is really
hard to find a job, but I am hopeful and I am going to
remain positive,” Martinosky said. “I just have to think that
there are a lot of opportunities out there for me and it's my
job to find them.”

Regardless of the risk that will come with heading
out into the career force, the graduares who left Western
should be proud of what they have accomplished. But what
if the journey doesn’t end here! What if Western was just a
stepping-stone on the way to every graduate’s destiny? What
if the lessons leamned in these halls were just the beginning?
“I do feel like a graduate,” Jones said. “But the learning will
never stop.”

Top: Depending on the degree one received also depended on job availabiliry
in this looming recession. Photo by Linda Shireman

Middle: During the spring graduation, the first recepients of master’s degrees
made their way across the stage to receive their diplomas. Photo by Linda Shive-
man

Bottom: Family and friends of graduares gather in support of their graduates.

Photo by Linda Shiveman

Graduation
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The Women's Galf team competed in the fall and spring semester. Photo by Shaun Lesny
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A Missouri Western player goes in for the ball. Photo by Linda Shiveman
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The Women’s Soccer team was the newest addition to athletics. Photo by Marty Ayers
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The Men's Football team face the battlefield. Photo by Harvey Jackson
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“But you do it because
you believe in your team,
yourself and Missouri

Western.”
- “Understated Heroes” page 153
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his season, the Griffon Foothall team over-
came many challenges and obstacles that have
given them no reason to throw in the towel.

The men finished the season with a 6-5 over-
all record. Once again, the Griffons advanced
to the 43" Annual Mineral Water Bowl, lead-
ing fans to see how the hard work that they have put
into the season has paid off. In 2007, the Griffons
brought home the championship trophy after winning
the 42™ Annual Mineral Water Bowl; now they plan
on doing it again. Furthermore, the Griffon fans are
riled up and ready for the outcome of the game.
“This season has been off and on with the
team, but [ know they will win the Water Bowl,” Grif-
fon fan Kristen McKinney said. “Everything they have
worked for boils down to this very game.”

Greatness may be achieved at the Mineral Wa-
ter Bowl, especially since the Griffon Football team
won four of the last five games they have played.
Coach Jerry Partridge was certainly pumped up and
ready for the bowl.

“2008 was an up and down season with some
heart-breaking losses,” Coach Partridge said. “The last
two were done in dramatic fashion with last second
field goals. It was very satisfying to rally and salvage
our season.”

But the season ended and now, and the Griffons
had even bigger fish to fry for the upcoming Mineral
Water Bowl, which Partridge was already aware of.
“We will be facing a very good Augustana squad with
two excellent running backs. It will be a great chal-
lenge, but we are capable of winning our 34" game in
the last four years.”

Pittshurg State and Minnesota-Duluth were two
schools that gave the Griffons a run for their money.
Perhaps the biggest upset this year was falling to our ri-
val school NWMSU, in what would have been a great
victory for the Griffons. The Griffons had a trailing
lead over NWMSU, until the Bearcats pulled a touch-
down on the final play of the fourth quarter.

Quarterback Barron Bradshaw felt that the
team faced challenges on the field that may have been
the best one for the team or the worst. Whether good
or bad, the Griffons kept one another motivated in
order to step out on the field.

“There are always major challenges you face as
a football player,” Bradshaw said. “Some decisions had
to be made during games that affected the outcome of
that particular game. As a player, we have to motivate
ourselves. Our coaches can't actually do the job for
us. As long as we trust each other, we can push each
other to get better and the motivation will come.”



Left: The football team's overall record was
6-5. Photo | Alexander

Below: ickler prays at each
goal post before th rt of every game. Photo
by Harvey Jackson

Top: Receiver Ferrell McGhee ran solid
routes throughout the fall season. Photo by
Harvey Jackseom

Middle:
College in the
Photo by Emm
Bottom: Off

playedinall 12 g:

during 20C
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here is sweat running down your face. The ponytail holder in your hair
is nearly falling out. The scoreboard just doesn't seem to be doing your
team’s performance justice. The women are all looking at you, and the
volleyball is trembling between your fingers. What would you do in a
situation like this?

According to the Griffon Volleyball team, it's being in the midst
of nerve-wracking situations just like these that only made the team dynamic
stronger.

“Overall, I did enjoy our season,” Eboni Lacey, positioned as right side,
said. “We bonded together through the good and the bad and we were still there
for each other no matter what.”

Despite the difficult season, the team formed a strong bond. The friend-
ships were what made this year so special. Despite losing 32 matches, the con-
nections that were made between the team outweighed every one. Their union



for the season was 4-32 and 1-19 in the MIAA
standings. Photo by Linda Shiveman Puent

Far Left: The volleyball ream's overall record  Left:  Number 12, Lauren Burbach led the

Lady Griffons offensively. Photo by Courtney

Far Right: Meghan Voelz, Shari Tompkins
and Kelli Sicner are among three of six outside
hitters for the Griffons. Photo by Linda Shire-

Above: Amanda Bates, an outside hitter for
the Griffons, gets in position to spike. Photo by
Conrmey Puett

man

was what mattered, and that was something to admire.

“I play my hardest each and every game, no matter what, for my
teammates,” sophomore Lindsay Rosenhagen, positioned as right side,
saicl. “It’s a team sport, and I play for them.”

The team found the real key to success: cheering each other on.
They knew the joy that came along with playing volleyball had little to
do with the ugly numbers on the scoreboard. It was the companionship
of this group of young women that ruled over it all.

“I motivate myself for my teammates,” Outside Hitter Emily
Tuisl said. “I know that if I'm not giving it 100 percent to win, then
there’s no chance we can. Every person on the team needs to give it
their all. Every time we go into a game, we have to approach it like the
score is zero to zero. Our record cannot affect our drive to play.”

The season statistics did not match up with the strength of the

women that played it. “The scoreboard isn't intimidating,” Rosenhagen
said. “Anybody can win on any given night, and giving up just isn’t an
option.”

When it came down to it, the team were understated heroes,
an example of teamwork at its finest. The fact that they walked into
every game with the same motivation and drive as the one before was
inspiring to all of us.

“Once you have a weak season, you have to work twice as hard to
pull yourself toward greamess,” Lacey said. “It’s hard and frustrating to
work twice as hard to achieve something you feel you deserve. But you
do it because you believe in your team, yoursell and Missouri Western
Volleyball. This is what makes us continue to push for wins and success.”

Women's Volleyball
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uilding for the future is most often a
grueling and trying process. It takes pro-
fessional expansion teams years to pro-
duce a product that can compete on a
game-to-game basis. Coach Jeff Hansen
and the Women's Soccer team have
been building since the team was created, just
four years ago. Each vyear, the team improves
and gains experience for future success. This
season tested the will of the team, and they per-
formed with toughness, honor and resolve.

The team finished with a record of 2-
15-3 and showed much improvement from the
previous season. “We played with pride and be-
ing a Griffon, we played teams tough and didn’t
allow anyone to walk-over us,” said Taylor Are-
hart, a second-year defender.

Spirits stayed high through the entire
season despite just two wins. “Teammates al-
ways cheered and kept each other motivated,
which helped,” said Heather Schmiemeier, a
third-year forward.

Schmiemeier added that her ultimate
goal was to, “improve each year and make it
to a national tournament.” Only four seniors

graduated from this season including: forward
Michelle Polk and midfielders — Michelle Cano-
vi, Christina Watson and Lindsay Wiese. The
team was very excited to know most everyone
was coming back for another season.

The highlight of the year was beating
Southwest Baptist University 1-0 on Oct. 9.
“Getting the win over SBU was my favorite mo-
ment of the season; getting points on the road
leads to good things to come,” said Jeff Hansen,
coach of the Western Soccer team.

Coach Hansen added that his goal for
the future of the program “First and foremost
was to graduate the athletes and recruit to make
it to the national tournament.”

“Most Division Two athletes aren't able
to play professionally, so getting a degree while
in college is very important,” Coach Hansen
said.

Western had two players honored by
MIAA. Sophomore keeper Jenna Weis and
freshman mid-ielder Audrey Henderson were
rewarded for their excellence on the field by be-
ing named to the honorable mention AII-MIAA
team.
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t the center of most collegiate sporting events

around the country lives a spirit that often

goes unappreciated. At Western thar spirit is

the Cheer Squad, Mystics Dance Team and

Color Guard that perform countless routines

and put in tireless hours of hard work each
vear. Their jobs are very important to the success of
the Western athletic teams. They represent their Uni-
versity and themselves with class and flair. Performing
at sporting events is just the beginning of all they do
and offer.

The Color Guard was a close knit group of 12
individuals who came from all over. They spent hours
perfecting numerous routines and performed ar half
time shows, parades and other public events. “Even
though [ see the guard members everyday for months
I still look forward to practices and performances be-
cause it is so much fun being around all of them,” said
Mariah Churchill, captain of the Colorguard.

The Cheer Squad worked diligently all year, and
being a cheerleader at Western took a lot of dedica-
tion and time, from the routines to the crowd control
to the representation of their University. Cheerleading
in itself was a sport and competition.

“One of my main goals for the future of the
cheerleading program is thar in the near future I
would like to take them ro compete at the national
level,” Cheerleading Coach Bryan Allen said. “We
thought about trying to compete this year, but with
some budget problems and since this is my first year
coaching, we will not compete this year. 1 will try o
get them to compete next year either at UCA Nation-
als or at NCA Nationals in Daytona. These are both
very prestigious competitions and all the good cheer-
leading schools in the United States compete at one or
the other.”

The Mystics Dance Team, like the Cheer
Squad and Color Guard, served as ambassadors for
Western. They performed at events all around campus
and worked extremely hard to perfect their routines.
The Mystics had a very successful year because of their
sense of togetherness:

“They picked up everything really quickly, even
more than years past, and they bonded together so
closely,” Mystics Dance Coach Crystal Scott said.

All of the hard work and teamwork insured a
successful and enjoyable year for the Cheer Squad,
Mystics Dance Team and Color Guard.

Western Ambassadors
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ascots serve a very important role in our society. Many times
mascots act as a goodwill ambassador to a community or organi-
zation. The term, mascot, refers to anything that brings luck to a
given group. Mascots are most commonly used for sports teams,
military units and schools. For the Western community, Max the
Griffon is who represents our university. He serves as a symbol of
strength, determination and excellence.

Graphic Arts Coordinator Scott Johns introduced the Griffon. The
name Max was derived from a popular Gold Coat Club member — Max
Grooms. “The Griffon is a unique mascot that we can call our own,” said Joe
Snyder, a second-year physical education major.

In the fall, Max was a talented freshman from Hickman Mills, Mo.



The gentleman from Kansas City, Mo., chose Western because he
wanted to be close to home. He has plenty of experience in the field
of being a mascot. In junior high school, he was a bit of a class clown,
so one day his teacher took him to the hall and made him the school

mascot. He played football in high school, but returned to the suit
after a short layoff. He was fortunate enough to work with KC Slug-
ger and KC Wolf.

After high school he enrolled at Western, where he became
Max. As the Griffon he worked sporting events and rallies to pump
up the crowds. Furthermore, Max gave motivational speeches at local
schools in the community. Max received a book voucher for all of his
hard work, and made extra cash by working for the Western cafete-

Far Left: Max the Griffon revs up
the crowd at a baskerball game dur-
ing halftime. Photo by Shaum Lesny

Far Right: During halftime of the
football game, Max the Griffon ac-

Anry Chastain

Left: Those who acted as Max the
Griffon were almost always annony-
mous to the campus. Photo by Linda
Shireman

companied with a Western student
let the crowd choose songs, so that
Max could sing for them. Photwo by

Above: Max the Griffon was pres-
ent at almost all athletic events.
Photo by Linda Shireman

ria. “I think Max gives people a positive view of the university,” said
Emily Gummelt, third-year journalism major.

Max loves music and was assigned to a record label. When he
wasn't working at the cafeteria or working as the Griffon, he was
found working on music outside of school. Max is really laidback, but
once the suit goes on he goes crazy. “I use the suit to bring out the
funny side, but really I'm pretty laid-back,” Max said.

He led by example and laid a strong foundation for future
mascots. His dedication, humor and energy made Max the Griffon
the strong, courageous symbol he was meant to be.

Mak the Grilfon
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he Griffon men had a rollercoaster season ending

in a fantastic drop-off at the MIAA champion-

ship game. Although they did not win the game,

the team came away knowing that they had played

their hardest and had given it their all. Western

made history as the first eighth seed to make it to
the championship. It was predicted that their chances look
good for next year.

“My feelings on returning to the MIAA champion-
ship is that it will be done,” Guard Lonnel Johnson said.
“We have all, but three people coming back next year, so [
would say our chances are looking good.”

Not only did the Griffons prove themselves at the
end of the season, but also they proved throughout the sea-
son that they could grow in unity and leam to work as a
team.

“This winter, we got snowed in in Minnesota,” Point
Guard Leonard Parker said. “The team came together as a
family and we beat two ranked teams afterwards.”

Parker and Johnson admitted that their trip to Las
Vegas was a high spot for them.

“A highlight was us going to down to Vegas and win-
ning two tough road games,” Johnson said. “Pretty much
every road game we won was a big win for us, because we
didn’t win any away games last year.”

Southwest Baptist University was one of the most
important games for the Griffons.

“There were no yellows in the crowd,” Parker said.
“It was all purple, but we ended up beating them. No one
thought we would beat SBU."

Johnson agreed. “SBU is a hell of a school and for
us to send them home was the greatest accomplishment, |
think, in Western history,” Johnson said.

Parker’s personal history came into play when West-
emn went up against Fort Hays. “My best friend goes o Fort
Hays,” Parker said. “We got to see each other play. I felt
kind of bad when we beat them, burt he said if he was going
lose to somebody, he'd rather it be me.”

This was both Parker and Johnson's last year to play
and they both expressed how much the experience had
meant to them.

“This has been one of the most defining seasons of
my career,” Johnson said. “I got along with all my team-
mates and coaching staff who believed in me like [ believed
in them. Coming from a season where we didn’t win 10
games to being in the conference tournament as the eighth
seed making it to the championship game was incredible.
I have no regrets and as far as I'm concerned we had to
get this organization back to its national standings by any
means necessary.”

Griffon men ended with a 14-16 overall record and
finished second in the MIAA conference tournament for
the third time in Western history.
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t is a known fact that every team that steps out

onto a court, a field or a rink wants to win. The

adrenaline starts pumping. The points start rack-

ing up, sometimes in your favor, and sometimes

against it. But the beauty of a good team isn't nec-

essarily in the amount of points earned, or in the
case of the Women's Basketball team, the amount of
baskets made. The real heart of a team is in its players,
and the strengths that they play off of with each other.
“When we were down, we found ways to pick each
other up,” Forward Tierra Ford said.

But, even the team dynamic went through some
rough spots this season. “For the most part, we didn't
have any team chemistry and that led to many of our
losses,” Forward Colleen Schneider said. “We fought
through problems we had as a team and we eventually
progressed and made some positive strides.”

The Western women gave every game their all,
but sometimes they just couldn't get back the lead at
the time when it was most necessary. Even though,
they won six games and lost 21, the spirit of the team
really grew, and that much wasn't lacking in the least
bit.

Giving up simply wasn't an option for them.
Maybe it was this attitude that made them team so
strong, even when the scoreboard wasn't showing it all

the time.

“T just tell myself to stay positive and if [ make a
mistake, | try to forget about it and try to work harder
to make positive things happen,” Schneider said.

For Western fans, the games were enjoyable re-
gardless of whether or not the Western women ended
up winning in the end. After all, winning wasn't every-
thing, right?

“It doesn’t matter who wins or loses necessar-
ily,” Western fan Darren Haggard said. “You have to
look at it at a play by play basis. It's about the plays,
how they are broken down and executed, not the over-
all score. That's what fascinates me about the game of
basketball, as well as the Western Women's team this
season.”

With every team, there are going to be issues
that can potentially hurt your team's momentum and
drive. For the Western women this season, adversity
was a constant struggle. Nonetheless, the girls did ev-
erything they could to put their heads together, pull
out all the stops necessary and claw their way to some
victories, Griffon style. “No matter what we went
through and how hard times got throughout the sea-
son, we stuck together and didn’t let any of it bring us
down,” Ford said.

Basketball
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ou might think of tennis as an individual

sport, based solely on one person's skill

and agility. But the truth is that tennis is

very much team-oriented, because it takes

every team member’s hard work to equate

to match successes. Every match presents
one with a new opponent, a new challenge and a
new chance to make your teammates proud. The
odds were always different, but the team support
was constant.

“The fact that my team is relying on me for
a win is motivation enough for me to play at my
best,” senior captain Laura Rutten said.

The pressure may have been tough to deal
with, but the Women's Tennis team never save
up, no matter how strong the adversity was against
them. For some players, it was the gumption that
they played with that outweighed the necessity of
the win itself. Playing with a positive attitude was
far more crucial than coming away with a win. “As
[ get older, I begin to realize that attitude while
playing and how well you play for you is the most
important,” junior Michelle Ritter said.

Other players couldn’t help, but agree.
“Winning is definitely not everything,” Rutten

said. “It is what you take away from the game that
really counts. Understanding how to improve your
game and being able to correct your mistakes is
what makes a good player.”

Though the Women’s Tennis team only
walked away with five total wins at the end of the
season, they gained so much more than any win
could ever show such as strong friendships, an in-
creased work ethic and most importantly, intensely
positive attitudes.

“Optimism is sometimes a tough one for
me,” junior Amber Adams said. “Tennis is such a
strategy game that it can get frustrating and some-
times, [ get a little temper. However, [ always be-
lieve I have a chance on court. The match isn't lost
until the scores says it's over.”

Every match was a whole new start. Every
match was just another chance for you to let ev-
eryone know why you wanted to be on that tennis
court instead of anywhere else in the world.

“There are never going to be perfect games,”
Rutten said. “We just have to know that we can
only get better from this point forward. We cannot
rely on our previous matches to determine how we
will play tomorrow. It’s always a new game.”



P

_ f
LN ’ o {
r
\ . " _ 81
'* - B “.“‘ P I“!
- »ed @ m ‘ A [ -~ N
- o o g s :




Below: The Men's Golf team placed first at the
Drury [nwrmnml and tht. Bemidji State Duel.

at the MIAA
Conference Tournament at sixth place. Photo by
Sports Information Desk
Middle: Derek Thome's, a Trenton High School

graduate, best finish of the 2007 ;

at the MWSU Invitational where he tied for fifth
place. Photo by

Bottom

for the upcoming se

Ozark High School graduate. Phote

formation Desk

.‘j-. -.’"u‘—'bxu;dr‘
J.. = Hl-.ra.-Jw

e

-.ﬂ" J"—




he Men's Golf team’s season was brought
to a close as they placed sixth at the MIAA
Conference Tournament in Kansas City, Mo.
Caleb Carter, a criminal justice major with an
emphasis in administration, placed the highest
on the ream in the MIAA Conference Tour-
nament at seventh with an overall score of 224.

“I feel like I played very well in the spring and a
lot of the guys played well in the fall, but it seems that
we could not all get together and have a good round,”
Carter said. “We have a young team and have the po-
tential of being good in the future.”

The Men's Golf team was inconsistent through-
out the fall and spring semester. There were highs and
lows. They began the fall season at the Missouri Col-
legiate in the Lake of the Ozarks as they placed ninth.
However, they placed first at the Drury Invitational in
Springfield, Mo.

“The first round at the Drury Invitational came
as quite a surprise,” Accounting major Shane Feist
said. “We shot seven under as a team. It is not very
often that a person shoots even par and is the fourth
best score on the team.”

The Men's Golf team began their spring sea-
son at the Pasta House Drury Invitational where they

placed sixth. However, they placed first at the Bemidiji
State Duel in St. Joseph.
Weather played a large indicator as to whether

the golf team would compete. “The weather made it
really difficult to lose the rest of our tournaments and
gain trust and confidence,” Feist said. “It is not some-
thing that we want to use as an excuse, but it takes
quite a bit of time to get back into the groove in this
sport. I don't think we ever had a week where we could
play or practice.”

Golf was unlike many sports at Missouri West-
emn. Although the team competes as a team, it was
also an individual sport. “Most of the players in the
conference have to ability to play well, but it is how
we handle our thoughts during the round that makes
it possible to play well,” Feist said. “Having confidence
is a very necessary component in this sport. With the
weather conditions we played in this year, you have to
be able to fight through it and execute what needs to
be done.”

Even though the season ended early in the
MIAA Conference Toumament, they continued to
play throughout the summer. “I play all summer long,”
Feist said. “I am usually at the golf course doing some-
thing everyday. It is the only way to get better.”

foll
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omen’s Golf had a great season with many highlights. Of

special note were taking first at the Avila University tour-

nament in October and the only sophomore on the team,

Lexi Webb's, hole-in-one at the Truman State Invitational

as well as a first-ever hole-in-one by Brooke Conard.

Freshman Kristen Cooley agreed that the Avila University
tournament win was really important. “However, we have moments at
every tournament that stick out,” Cooley said. “Some are good; some
are bad.”

Coach Cathy Habermehl admitted how much she loved coach-
ing golf. “My favorite part is the expressions on the girls’ faces when we
received the first place award at Avila,” Coach Habermehl said.

Cooley was in agreement about her enjoyment of golf. “T love
seeing the team having a good time after a good tournament,” Cooley

The Griffon

said.

There were also unfavorable moments at the tournaments. “My
least favorite moment was at our first tournament in the fall,” fresh-
man Britmi Nikes said. “I hit a drive and it bounced off the cart path
and hit a lady in the face. She had to be taken to the hospital for
stitches.”

Cooley said it was not all fun and games. “1 hate adding up the
score at the end of a bad round and practicing in the rain and cold,”
Cooley said. “Ugh, not too fun.”

Coach Habermehl's hard times came because of her close con-
nection with her golfers. “My least favorite moment is when one of my
players is frustrated and upset,” she said.

Golf was an integral part of Coach Habermehl's life even before
becoming a coach. “I am married to a PGA professional, Mike Haber-



mehl, who is a golf instructor,” she said. “1 enjoy playing golf with my frier
and husband, both competitively and socially.”

Cooley’s golf story started much more simply. “I watched my neighbor
down the road hit s s and just picked it up,” Cooley said.

However, Ni
with golf when I was four,” Nikes said. “My grandpa and dad got me started
playing at Fairview Golf Course here in St. Joseph and [ haven't quit since. I like
playing golf because it reminds me of my grandpa. He died five years ago and
it's my way to remember him.”

The team finished in first, third and fourth at v:
throughout the season. Tl
several events.

s's golf roots went even deeper than most. “I got involved

s tournaments
» also had three players finish in the top 10 at

Far Left: Britni Nikes, a Central High School graduare, was a four-year
arsity player and All-Conference selection. Photo by Shaum Lesny
dle: Lexi ¥ Eau ire High School graduate, completed the
t the MIAA Women's Golf Championship and
third as a team shawn Lesiy
Left: Kristc v ividual S
senior Nixa High Sc o bry Shavn Lesny
Sarah Camphell, a Central High School graduare, placed eighth at
Districts, which qualifed her for state, Phato by Shaun Lesny
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aschall. America’s favorite pastime. It is the
sign of the coming of spring, when everything
is new and the weather is warm, which makes

for the perfect surroundings for playing base-
ball. Matt Jansen, junior and first baseman for
Western, agreed.

“My favorite part about baseball is the smells,
the sounds, the feelings towards the game,” Jansen
said. “Also, being around my good friends while I play
a game and experience things.”

Pitcher Blake Thomas loved baseball for a
different reason. “I love the fact that there is always
something going on during the game,” Thomas said.
“You can always play out the outcome of each situa-
tion that you are in during the game.”

Infielder Clint Jeffers said that his favorite part
of baseball was how detailed the game was. He loved
how he had to pay attention in order to be successful
and how intricate baseball was.

According to Coach Buzz Verduzco, this was
Western’s eighth consecutive winning season dating
back to 2002. The Men's Baseball team had a great
season and there were many highlights that came from
it. Verduzco’s favorite game was Senior Day against
Southwest Baptist. All of the seniors competed and
won 150. He was really glad that they all were able to

play in the Phil Welch Stadium together for the last
time.

Catcher Brady Ellis remembered the game ver-
sus Upper lowa and how Western came back to beat
them in the bottom of the last inning and named that
as his favorite game of the season.

Jansen said that the highlight of the season for
him were the games against Northwest Missouri State.
“Beating them three out of four games with the poten-
tial of sweeping them was awesome,” Jansen said.

Among Jeffers, Thomas, Ellis and Jansen, they
all raved about how they chose Western because of
its great baseball program. In fact, the assistant coach
convinced Thomas to play for Western.

“The Assistant Coach Brandon Freebomn, who
recruited me, had a pretty convincing speech and
he seemed like he knew quite a bit about the game,”
Thomas said. “I figured I could learn a lot from him
and it would be fun to play under him.”

The Men's Baseball team completed their sea-
son with a four game sweep against Truman State
Bulldogs. The conclusion brought an end to the team's
winning eight straight games. Their overall record was
3422 and 22-16 in the MIAA. The team’s 34 vic-
tories were the most wins in an entire season under
Verduzco.

n
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“ think our team chemistry is amazing,” in-
fielder Samantha Buchanan said. “I have
never been on a team that gets a long and as
well as we do.”

If you ever sat down and watched a woman's
softhall game by these young women, you
would agree with Buchanan. Chemistry was the one
thing this team offered both on and off the field with
each other and to their fans. Despite last year's unlucky
season, this season for the Woman's Sof thall team was

everything, but unlucky. The season ended with a 5-1

loss to Southeastern Oklahoma State Savage Storm in

the NCAA Division II South Central Regional. They
won two games in the NCAA Tournament for the
first time in school history.

The motto that the softball team developed
over the season was: Be the team to beat! Some of the
other MIAA teams were unsuccessful with beating the
Lady Griffons as they succeeded with a 32-game win-
ning streak.

The team kicked-off the season with a win over
the University of Texas-Permian Basin, but followed
with two losses to the University of Incarnate Word
and Angelo State University. The season followed

with a successful number of wins with very few losses.
Buchanan said that beating themselves was the team’s
biggest struggle, not the opposing teams.

The Woman's Softball team triumphed over
many teams this season including rivals Northwest
Missouri State with a 4-0 successful lead.

“The games we have lost haven’t been because
the team we were facing isn't unbeatable, they have
been because we have beaten ourselves,” Buchanan
said.

It seemed like beating themselves was the team’s
overall strugele for the season. Pitcher Carla Ander-
son shared a similar feeling with Buchanan about the
losses the team lost this season.

“I think our biggest obstacle was being ourselves
every game,” Anderson said. “Our team meshed well
and the chemistry between everyone was amazing
which helped us on the field. We were on the same
page and that helped us to succeed.”

With the MIAA tournament around the cor-
ner and the team was anxious and ready to face the
music.

“A MIAA record breaking season with 32 wins

as a good for us,” outfielder Becky Diehl said.
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Students shared the enthusiasm in enjoying the parade. Photo by Harvey Juckson
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Phi Delta Theta brothers chill out during Greek Week. Photo by Conatney Slater
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Freshmen enjoy the advantanges of Griffon Edge. Photo by Amanda Hake

180 TheGrilfon







_ PERSONALITIES

“Never doubt that a

small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can
change the world.”

“Jacely Alcantara” page 186
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“I'm a
student of
life at times
... cormy,
right?!”
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“I believe one of the most important skills T poses is my will-
ingness to leam and stay open minded,” sophomore Emest Chamblee
said.

It was just one year ago when most students recall him mak-
ing smoothies and preparing pizzas in the C-Store inside the Commons
Building. Now Chamblee is tackling new ways to endure his responsi-
bilities as a student leader and as vice president of the Student Govern-
ment Association. Winning the VP seat for SGA has been the “drive”
he has wanted to become better involved.

“I have been involved in student government since high school,”
Chamblee said. “I want to try to make a difference or at least make
school a little more enjoyable for students in the places I can.”

Chamblee expresses how he was interested in a future position
as SGA president. “Being president of SGA is one of my aspirations; so
being in the VP position will give the best experience for the president
position.”

Chamblee found time to participate in an active student life
outside of SGA. As a member of the Western Activities Council, VIP,
ROTC and a neophyte of Alpha Phi Alpha Inc., kept him very busy.
Chamblee acknowledged thar all of the student organizations have
given him an opportunity to expand educationally.

“Not to sound comy, but [ feel like I'm always learning. So in a

Photos by Shaum Lesny

Ernest Chamblee

by Olin Kinsey

way, I'm a student of life at all times..comy, right?!"

If you were to ever look at Chamblee’s work area in his room,
you'd see how many times he spent accomplishing his daily rask.
Around his desktop PC, you found tons of empty energy drink cans...
tons! Chamblee admitted that he often had to find time to schedule in
anap.

“Honestly if [ am not in class, studying or doing something for
an organization, [ usually try to sneak in a nap.”

But don’t worry; Chamblee has to have some free time on the
weekends, right? Wrong! Being a “frat boy” brought new doors of op-
portunities for Chamblee...even on the weekend.

“Being Greek hasn't influenced my outlook too much, but it
has reminded me that I can do anything I put my mind to. On a social
level, it has opened me up to an entire new group of people and con-
nections on a professional level. I would say since I have become an
Alpha my weeks are a little busier and my weekends are a lot more
exciting.”

In the meantime, Chamblee found himself looking for the
downtown we all eventually want. But as Henry David Thoreau, an
American author and abolitionist, said, “Success usually comes to those
who are too busy to be looking for it.”

Ernest Chamblee
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citi-
zens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has,”
said Margaret Mead, an American cultural anthropologist.

This quote was the motto of the Legal Studies Association and
also the personal mantra of Jacely Alcantara, a criminal justice major
with an emphasis in legal studies. She was very busy, involved in many
organizations. Alcantara was an active member of Alpha Gamma Del-
ta, president of the Legal Studies Association, member of the Associa-
tion of Latin American Students, and interim president of the Spanish
Club.

Alcantara was involved with many clubs and organizations in
high school, but when she came to college, she quickly became bored
from her lack of activities.

“I decided that I had to get involved with something,” Alcan-
tara said. “So the next semester, [ joined many clubs, until my plate was
full”

In almost all of the organizations Alcantara was involved in, she
filled a leadership role. She wanted to lead, not follow.

Alcantara loved just about everything to do with her major. “Be-
cause | am currently working in my department, [ interact with my pro-
fessors and mentors everyday,” Alcantara said. “Everyone is laidback,

The Griffon

Jacely Alcantara

by Lauren Dillon

but also caring. They will help you with anything, and they actually
care about your grades. And the best thing is that all of the professors
are currently actomeys or have previously, so they have real life experi-
ence with what they are teaching.”

It was not a hard decision for Alcantara to choose her major.
Once she was exposed to the legal studies part of the world, she knew
it was for her.

“When I was in high school, some of our organizations were
sponsored by Kansas City law offices,” Alcantara said. “One day, our
sponsors took us out for lunch and listening to the lawyers talk about
how much they love their jobs. It clicked that this is what I wanted to
do with my life.”

As for who Alcantara credited her abundance of success to,
there was no hesitation in her answer.

“It would definitely be my mom,” Alcantara said. “She has such
an influence on me, because, well, she's my mom. But also, she has
always been an incredibly humble and hard-working woman. She has
given up everything for me to go to school.”

Alcantara was a shining example for all students who wanted
success. Even with all of her organizations, she found time for work,
school and those individuals who she cared about.
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Zumba was the hot, up-and-coming new dancercise that com-
bined the components of hip hop, salsa, meringue, Bollywood and
other international styles of dance. Not only was this a style of dance
that whiped you in shape, but it also was a lot of fun.

“It’s a party,” said Mark Gomez, graphic design major and in-
structor of Zumba. “That is the first thing 1 tell people about Zumba.
You don't feel like you are working out, because you are having so
much fun just dancing to the steps. But a more technical definition
would be a fusion of Latin and interational music and dance. Itis a
super-fun and dynamic fitness class.”

Zumba was a relatively new fimess craze. Beto Perez, the creator
of Zumba, brought it to the United States from Colombia in 2000,
and has grown in popularity ever since. Beto, short for Alberto, was
an aerobics teacher and one day, he forgot his music for class. So, he
grabbed all of his personal CDs from his car and improved the whole
class. Now, it has spread to almost every country in the world, with
thousands of certified instructors.

Gomez got hooked on Zumba after attending a class in 2007
with some friends. He loved it so much that he decided to become an

instructor and took a workshop in Kansas City, Mo., to get certified.

During the fall semester, Gomez's classes have met at the Buf-
falo Bar in downtown St. Joseph.

“It's such a perfect setup with the big dance floor, great sound
system and a stage that makes it easier for my class to follow me,” Go-
mez said. “1 couldn’t ask for more.”

Gomez enjoyed teaching. He was very animated and dynamic,
which kept his class involved. “I love teaching, because it changes
people’s lives,” Gomez said. “It transformed my life, and I love being
able to spread that happiness and joy to others.”

In high school, Gomez was very shy and easygoing. In fact, peo-
ple were surprised to discover that he actually danced. He didn't have
any thythm, but after attending the Zumba classes, it just clicked.

“Zumba brings out a whole different person in me,” Gomez
said.

Gomez's advice and key to success in Zumba was simple. “T tell
my students this at the beginning of every class,” Gomez said. “There is
no wrong way to Zumba. All you have to do is keep moving and have
fun.”

Mark Gomez
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They say that when you find that one talent that you are truly
passionate about, that you should never, ever give up on it. There is
something so special about finding that passion, and hamessing it.

Guard Kayla Vice has done nothing but that. Although she was
a newcomer to the Women'’s Basketball team, she was not new to the
sport itself by any means. She played basketball competitively since she

ras in the third grade. She even played on an all boys team through the
YMCA as a child. With this strong of an athletic background, Vice
was destined to play at Western.

One of the most endearing characteristics about Vice was her
confidence, and her willingness to persevere. She had a strong work
ethic that made it second nature for her to give every single game her
all. “Being determined keeps me headed toward my goals in life and
definitely helps me in the game,” Vice said. “Just the immense feeling
of being out there on the court doing what I love keeps me going in any
game.”

For as long as she can remember, basketball has been her focus.
She had a positive attitude every time she walked onto the court, and
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it was evident that she was most comfortable, most herself, when she
had a basketball in her hands. For Vice, the game of basketball was not
about the end result, but about the hard work that it took to get there.
“Basketball was my first love,” she said. “It allows me to let all my emo-
tions go and play with my body and my soul.”

Basketball was not her only love. The sport that she played only
made up one facet of her personality. Off the court, she was a fun-lov-
ing girl that hoped to become a veterinarian. She was a pre-veterinary
major. She even dreamed of a future working with exotic animals at a
wildlife refuge.

Vice described herself as optimistic, dynamic and encouraging.
On top of these qualities, it was her level of sportsmanship and matu-
rity that will surely carry her into her dreams for the future. She went
into every game and every day with the same positive outlook. “Know-
ing what it takes to win requires losing from time to time,” Vice said.
“Winning definitely is important, but I do not believe it is everything.
It is necessary to lose at times, because you have to be able to pick
yourself back up and continue on.”



‘It Is necessary
to lose at
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be able to pick
yourself up an
continue on.”

Kayla Vicce 191




“They keep
me humble,
congratulate

me when | do
well and help
me pbounce
back when

-

\

| st e
struggle.” |§

The Grilfon

X5

Photo by Harvey Jackson. ~




1eenmy |
UIJEEu* /4]

Photo by Kailey Alexander

Drew Newhart is a familiar name to Missouri Western students.
What they do not know about is the person behind the name and what
made him tick.

Newhart, a physical education major, grew up around foothall
his entire childhood. His father, whose alma mater was Missouri West-
ern, also played football when he was in college. Newhart remembered
attending football practices when he was a kid with his dad. He con-
tributed being around the sport so much influenced his decision to play
later on in life.

In high school, Newhart played quarterback for foothall, point
guard in basketball and shortstop for baseball in Cameron, Mo. Howev-
er, his love for football did prevail , which made him decide to continue
to play when he attended college.

“My decision to come to Missouri Western really did not have
much to do with my dad, because [ knew he would support my decision
regardless,” he said. “But, it is cool that I'm playing college football at
the same place he did.”

His favorite high school football moment was when his team
won the Class-Two State Championship his senior year. They ended
the season undefeated, 14-0, which Drew said was an amazing way to
end his high school career.

“My favorite college foothall memory so far was getting to play
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in my first college game,” he said. “It was an adrenaline rush, and I was
just excited to get out there and have an opportunity to play college
foothall. We did win the game, and it was a great experience, and it
helped me prepare for the rest of the season. Hopefully, I will continue
these memories the rest of the time I am here.”

He named his family members as his biggest influences and sup-
porters. His dad, mom and sister, Abbey attend all of the games, no
matter the drive and were his No. 1 fans.

“They keep me humble, congratulate me when I do well and
help me bounce back when I struggle,” he said.

Newhart planned on translating his love for football into his
career path. Upon graduation, he will work on his master’s degree in
athletic administration. He hoped to use that degree to become an
athletic direcror or foothall coach on the collegiate level.

“The physical education major is very hands-on, and they do a
great job of getting you out in the field, so you can actually experience
what you're going to be doing after graduation,” Newhart said. “That
would have to be my favorite part, just getting out in the classrooms
and seeing the teachers and getting to experience it first-hand. My least
favorite part would have to be the dance classes; I'm definitely not the
world’s best dancer. I didn't even attend my senior prom.”

Orew Newnarl
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The adjective “distinguished,” can often be recognized with ex-
cellence or a mark of eminence. Perhaps that’s the reason that Tara
Dugger represents herself as a distinguished black woman. Already
completing her third year at Western, Dugger has already established
exactly how she walks with excellence. Majoring in biology and health
science, she’s witnessed what the fuss is about when it comes down to
challenging major. Her goal is to one day become an outstanding gy-
necologist. Dugger often finds herself being just as busy outside of the
classroom as in.

“I wanted to become involved in organizations that would help
me to better myself and make a college career successful, but joyful at
the same time,” Dugger said.

Dugger resides as president of The Society of Distinguished
Black Woman, and was a candidate for a senator seat for the Student
Government Association. As a member of DBW, she found herself
‘becoming’ a leader at Western for many young women.

“DBW has allowed me to uplift myself and others that face simi-
lar obstacles that African-American woman face. Most importantly, it
has made me appreciate my culture more than ever.”

Appreciating herself and her peers has been the one life lesson
Dugger strove to accomplish. She said the biggest obstacle she faced as
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a college student was adjusting to a new life away from home and her
family.

“It has caused me to be more independent and a stronger woman
because of the problems I face from depending on other friends.”

Like so many us, we carry our own image of our heroes in our
day-to-day walk. Dugger agreed that a personal hero has been most ef-
fective on her lifestyle and walk of faith. She gave most of her credit
and success as a student to her mother.

“She taught me all the values and knowledge needed in becom-
ing a successful woman. She’s my backbone and the one person [ know
I can always count on.”

From cutting her hair to an all-natural style, to trying different
types of food, Dugger remained open minded. And even though she
kept herself busy, she always took time to enjoy life with her friends
and colleagues. For her, friendship meant everything.

“People always see me around the same group of women. We
have a strong bond that we share because we have very similar values
and goals for life.”

Western students identified her just by her smile that never
faded from her face.
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“I believe the most important characteristic a leader can have
is passion,” David Wyble said. “If they are not passionate about what
they do, then there is no way they could ever motivate others to follow
them.”

Wyble has been an influence to the Greek community at West-
ern for over four years. As president of Phi Delta Theta, and a student
in the Communication Studies and Theatre department, Wyble over-
came many adversaries and became one of the many driving forces
of the Greek community. His fratemity was the largest active Greek
organization at Western. When it boiled down to leading students in
the right direction, he believed that the main goal was to motivate
other people and not just yourself.

“A long time ago, someone told me a quote that I try to live by
everyday and help guide my decisions,” Wyble said. “*A good leader
gets people to do something because they want to, not because they
have to.”

Like many freshmen who enter college, he was one of those stu-
dents who chose Greek membership to gain friendship and meet new,
diverse individuals. He strongly believed that becoming a member of
his Greek affiliation was possibly ‘the best decision’ in his life.

“I think now about all of the friends I've made, the conferences I
have been able to attend, the skills [ have gained and the unforgettable
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times [ have spent with my brothers.”

Ask any member of his fratemity about him and you will realize
why his brothers flocked to him on a regular basis.

“He's very determined, but also an enjoyable person to be
around,” fratemnity brother Tyler Rhoad said. “David has always been
willing to lend his hand or offer an opinion whenever you need it.
You'll never find someone who gives as much into what they're doing
like he does.”

Going Greek wasn't for everyone, but Wyble believed that it was
like anything else; you only get out what you put into it. As a freshman,
he described himself as ‘timid and quiet.” Now, he was passionate, out-
going, involved and very studious...except on the weekends. One of his
most favorite passions beyond Western was fishing and snowboarding,
During the school year, he also served food at his family’s restaurant,
Boudreaux’s Louisiana Seafood. Perhaps that was why he knew how to
cook well.

“I don’t want to brag, but I do make a pretty good crawfish
etouffee. Because my family is Cajun and from Southern Louisiana,
like to keep my food spicy and flavorful.”

Wyble planned to graduate and depart from Western in the fall
of 2009. Until then, he maintained his focus and drive to motivate him
and his fraternity brothers until he walked across the stage.
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Daisy Buntin believed that making a difference matters, and she
chose Western's theatre department as her venue. Buntin was involved
in a number of productions, both on the stage and behind it. She has
acted in a plethora of productions, from “Laundry and Bourbon and
Lonestar” in 2006 to “Night of the Living Dead” in 2008. But her
theatric abilities don't stop there. She has also directed a number of
productions, like “The Blue Room” and “Fool for Love,” both in this
year.

Buntin’s passion for theatre was not something bred only at
Western. She started out acting in community theatre productions as
a kid, so taking acting classes once she began attending Westemn just
seemed fitting. She dabbled in Acting 1, taught by Professor Jeremy
Warner, which turned out to be just the class she needed to push her
full force into acting and directing.

“The best process I've ever been a part of was “Agnes of God,”
when [ assistant directed under Warner,” Buntin said. “I learned how
to be a good director. [ put as much of what I learned from that as pos-
sible into “Fool for Love,” and that was also a very positive process, and
one [ won't forget, because it was my first full-length show to direct. |
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think I'll look back at a newspaper clipping of it when I'm 50-years-old
and think, ‘I was 22 and thought I was qualified to direct that show?
It's just such a beautiful and poignant script and I'm so very, very lucky
to have been able to direct it. The cast and crew were absolutely amaz-
ing.”

It seems as though for Buntin, the sky's the limit. She found
something that she was truly passionate about, and these were the
things in life that one must hold onto with all their strength. “My
ultimate goal in life is just to be able to do what I love,” Buntin said.
“I want to tell stories, in a live theatrical setting, because I think there
is a danger and immediacy in theatre that isn’t present in other media
such as film. Those are the qualities that make me want to be a part of
theatre.”

Buntin's vibrant, visionary attitude was what has made her such
a standout at Western. She lived her life according to one of her favor-
ite quotations by Andy Warhol, “They always say time changes things,
but you actually have to change them yourself.” Well, Buntin has done
just that.
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Tyler Adcock
Kailey Alexander
Julie Allen

Amanda Babcock

Mallory Baker
Ashley Baldwin
Jordan Baumgardner
Amy Bennett

Ashley Beydler
Kelly Billings
Leann Blank

Eric Boner

Rachel Booth
Erica Bottom
Shannon Boyles
Susan Brock
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Alison Brown
Connic Brown
Alicia Bryan
Amber Buzzard

Joanna Caracci
Rachel Carroll
Amy Chastain
Philip Austin Cody

Megan Combs
Charles Compton
Rachel Conley
Sarah Cool

Jed Comelius
Amelia Cox
Zackary Craft
Nathan Curtis
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Cathy Dannar
Bryan Davis

Leah Davis
Amanda De Selms

Hallie Delagardelle
Patrick Dickinson
Nancy Diederich
Amanda Dittemore

Leann Dridgen
Erin Evans
Amanda Everett
Allison Faulkner

Stephen Fitzgerald
Kara Foley

Katie Freuck
Teresa Fulk
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Patricia Gammill
Kelley Gengelbach
Andrew Gillies
Carina Gilmore

Marissa Graves
James Green
Ryan Groues
Ronald Hadley, Jr

Stephanie Hansen
Bryana Harrah
Devin Hart
Stephanie Hartley

Jonathan Hausman
Ashanti Hazley
Carrie Henry
Danny Houston

Graduating Seniors
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Lexie Humphrey
Jaclyn Hurkman
Heather Hurst
Brandy Imlay

Kristin Jago
Brian Jaynes
Jacob Johnson
Billy Jones

Keera Jung
Bradley King
Stacie King
Karen Laipple

Josh Lane
Nicholas Lanter
Leonard Lawson

Kelsey Lee
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Rebecca Lehman
Jennifer Lindgren
Janet Lines
Magen Mann

Felicia Manus
Jamie Mchenry
Ashley Mcintosh
Michael Mears

Meagan Meek
Rona Miller
Victoria Miller
Stanislav Milnovic

Qiana Mixson
Jeremy Monteggia
Chanda Moran
Vanessa Morris
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David Schmidt
Ashton Schwader
Keri Seitz
Clifford Selsor

Raya Shafer
Tim Shafer
Jennifer Shaffer
Michael Shaw

Todd Shelton
Nicole Shiflett
Linda Shireman
Joseph Sloan

Natalie Sloop
Alyssa Smith
Carmen Smith
Erin Stauffer
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Melissa Steadman
Cristina Stica
Sonja Streeter
Lauren Stuck

Amber Stull
Christopher Sullivan
Raymond Swoboda
Erica Taylor

Jason Taylor
Jonathan Thiele
Michelle Thomas

Leslie Thompson

Autumn Todd
Benjamin Toedebusch
Chelsey Tood
Whitney Trump
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Amanda Turner
Michael Voltz
Rachael Waddell
Nicole Wallinger

Adam Ward
Nurechia Washington
Katie Webb
Nathaniel Wehmeyer

Kathryn Weisser
Jodi Whetsell
Brandy White
Monica White

Pauline White
Bethany Whitsell
Jennifer Whyte
Rickey Winder
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Joseph Wombwell
John Wyble
Kayla Wymore
Jessica Yesilcimen

Stephanie York

raduating Seniors 2



212

Divine Adams
Jasmine Allen
Amanda Beaver
Melissa Bledsoe

Christopher Blodgett
Maree Blumer
Darryl Boswell

Breanne Boyer

Kimberly Brown
Jasmine Cannon

Crystal Cassity
Jeanie Claypool

Melissa Clinton
Sierro Denson
Mark Diggs
Lauren Dillon
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Raphaelle Drew
Tara Rena Dugger
Danielle Eickemeyer
Sara Eskridge

Chloe French
Elizabeth Friedly
Melissa Friger

Joe Golden

Marie Guillaume
Shar'ron Harris
Heather Heater
Arthur Heinrich

Patricia Hoecker
Tiffany Hoecker
Kirby Hoermann
Megan Johnston

Underclassmen 213



Emmalee Jones
Chiquita Keeble
Heather Kietzman

Olin Kinsey

Taylor Kram
Maryann Leach
Shawn Lesny
Tara Lightle

Mark Linebaugh
Taylor Mceachern
Lisa Montgomery
Josie Moore

Rhonda Parker
Lacy Preston
Marsadie Riley
Teresa Rodewald
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Whitney Sanford
Heather Scott
Mickey Sigmon
Veronica Stames

Erica Stevens
Bridget Straughter
Isaac Tawney
Sarah Waters

Areshia Williams

Underclassmen
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Front Row: Jesse Frazier, Megan Marie McDonald, Liesl Poet, Carlos Gomez and Holly Bowen.
Back Row: Jared Spangler, Karl Wellenkoetter, Jeremy Edwards, Chris Wood and Jeff Mever.

Front Row: Heather Blecha, Jacely Alcantara, Amanda Mulliken, Danielle Bryan, Emily Feger, Melody Ellsworth, Kelsey Corzine, Melea
Youtsey and Courtney Hall.
Back Row: Danielle Longworth, Hillari Krull, Kelly Findley, Tori Tumer, Jessica Tingler, Ashley Skidmore, Brandi Glenn, Kara Gaul,

Samantha Biondi, Katherine King and Celeste Hass.



Front Row: Diana Chavez, Christina Benavides, Whitney West, Amy Pamell, Alesha Bird, Erica Stevens and Schardae DuPriest.
Back Row: Stephanie York, Jessica Roberts, Katie Roebling, Kait Newhart, Jennifer Gregory, Brandie Elder, Chiquita Keeble, Janelle Ferguson,
Lauren Amn, Alyssa Ostrander and Sara Solomon.

Front Row: Nicole Shiflett, Angie Ketsenburg, Jessica Hinnen, Kelsey Lamb, Jenn Cammann, Amanda Lyle, Amanda Benjamin, Helen
Rapone, Brittany Donovan and Ashley Weatherman.

Second Row: Kelsey Duffie, Britany Enyeart, Cami Swope, Taylor Cunningham, Ashlee Stuver, Triston Schroeder, Kristin Parker, Kaithn
Dye and Alecia Andersen.

Back Row: Brevlee Gillmore, Cami Solano, Carli Wright, Bethany Gilliland, Kylie Fries, Deryn Samford, Sephanie Suggs, Katherine Hangart-
ner, Natisha Shiflett, Sarah Guinn, Kalea Charles, Kalee Wattenbarger, Laura Brandhorst and Tiffney Richardson.
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Army ROTC

Front Row: Guy Stark, Matthew Reinert, Lita Murphy, Kirsten Jones, Harold Callaway, Kayla Flercher, Ashley Carpenter, Andrew Moffert,
Tommy Ervie and Joshua Temple.

Second Row: Paul Fisher, Anthony Hainey, Melissa Bledsoe, Emest Chamblee, Kelsey Drake, Michael Lamar, Brian Tumer, Chris Cooper
and Justin Mills,

Third Row: Jacqueline Woods, Morgan Eckels, David Curasi, Josh Westfall, Bret Perkins, Troy Kull and Vince Ward.

Back Row: Nolan Stark, Martin Lau, Stephen Parr, Tim Hopkins, Shawn Lesny, Tom Hopkins and Daniel Sadler.

Front Row: Stephanie York, Christen Cagle, Katie Roebling, Jessic O'Dell, Anthony Hurst, Alyssa Ostgander and Riley McFarland.
Back Row: Hillary Black, Kaitlyn Pinzino, Joshua Pearson, Chase Parks, Nathan Silber, Tyler Spencer, Alex Zimmerli, Mark Crable, Sruntman
Goforth and Calvin Haynes.
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Front Row: Chicano Cross, Nykeeisha Beasley, Kendra Petties and Deon Fisher.
Back Row: Carmen Smith, Ashanti Hazley and Qiana Mixson.
Not Pictured: Leah Hayes, Shanay Primers, Keisha Caldwell, Andre Randel, Talia Kincaid and Brittonie Standard.
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Front Row: Linda Shireman, Courtney Puett, Amy Chastain, Emma Piehl, Erica Stevens and Ken Rosenauer.
Second Row: Ashley Mclntosh, Jourdan Huffman, Carmen Smith, Kailey Alexander, Missy Clinton and Olin Kinsey.
Back Row: Raya Shafer, Hallie Delagardelle, Emmalee Jones, Raphi Drew, Harvey Jackson and Frank Nemeth.

Mot Pictured: Shawn Lesny and Sarah Derr.
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Grilion Yearbook Spring Stalf

Front Row: Ashley McIntosh, Erica Stevens, Amy Chastain, Raphi Drew and Ann Thome.

Back Row: Sarah Derr, Jourdan Huffman, Olin Kinsey, Emmal.ce Jones, Brittany Rivers, Courtey Slater, Shawn Lesny, Lauren Dillon,
Heather Kietzman, Kelsey Wear, Bonnie Land, Melissa Friger and Linda Shireman.

Not Pictured: Kailey Alexander.

International Raeding ASSociation

Front Row: Dawn Swing, Alisha Payne, Kit Blake and Steve Silvius.
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Front Row: Dana Anderson, Kendra Kraft, Christina Benorides, Stacey Smith, Ashlee Karguth and Jacely Alcantara.
Back Row: Darryl Camiamore, Suzanne Kissock, Theresa Grieshaber, Frances Leggs, Kathy Jo Shelby and Lesley Slade.
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Front Row: Chiquita Keeble, Joseph Franklin, Breanna Lloyd and Michelle Allen.
Back Row: Kaari Owens and Tay Triges.

Organizations
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Front Row: Sarah Hopper, Alee Organ, Jenny Harding, Rira Sobbing, Emily Oliver and Kortnee Batson.
Back Row: Amanda Johnson, Kiley Slater and Jessica McMinn.

Front Row: Brent Lockmiller, Samy Northcurt, Kayla Wymore and Amber Adams.
Second Row: Jordan Baumgardner, Daniel Declue, Jamie Cunningham, Ashlee Ackley, Bonnie Drees, Allison Faulkner and Austin Carter.
Back Row: Jordan Camey, Cassandra Pybum, Tiffany Hoecker, Ben Buchka and Bridget Janssen.
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Front Row: Cassandra Pybum, Sara Beas, Jordan Martinosky, Leslie Tinkler and Ashlee Ackley.
Back Row: Tiphani White, Melissa Brooke, Crystal Walsh and Rebecea Shipers,

Oroanizations 20



Aot
Ny

\1/2
Commerce Bank

Member FDIC

4th & Felix

J6th & Frederick

Ashland & Karnes
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Ken Smith Autobody, L.L.C.

“Where Pride Of Workmanship Comes First”

MIKE BROWN

Owner

Phone (B16) 279-6406
FAX # (816) 279-9056

s al
WE TAKE THE DENT SOUT OF ACCIDENTS 1611 Frederick Ave.

St. Joseph, MO 64501

Banves & Noble Bookstone
Located tmn the Nelle Blum Student Union

e Art Supplies e Study Aids

e New & Used Books e Greeting Cards
® SpeciaHy Priced Borgoin Books e MWSU C|o’r|'1ing
e Snack & Convenience Items . |nsignio ltems

Open 8 am - 5 pm, Menday - Thunsdoy
8 am - 4230 pwm, Fridoy
Shop snlive at www whywatlforbosks com
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Student Services
Missouri Western State University
[ |

Congratulations

Hlass of 20090

Tilton, Thomas & Morgan

"Behind every success is endeavor... INSURANCE PROFESSIONALS

Behind endeavor, ability... 816-233-0266
Behind abpility, know ledge...
Behind knowledge. a seeker.’ 'rl’ 5 For ALL

Your Insurance Needs!

Business * Bonds * Home
Auto * SR22
Worker's Compensation
Life » Health « Disability
m m M 1802 Union Street « St. Joseph, MO 64501

ttminsurance.com

-Unknown
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Walmart

Save money. Live better.

Wal-Mart Supercenter
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Do not go where the path may lead, go instead
wlﬂecet]neveisnopathandlameatmﬁ
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Offices of Student Deoelopment

Center for Multicultural Education

Center tor Student Engagement
Recreation Services

Esry Student Health Center

Boker Fitness Center

Office of Residential Life

Congmtulations Graduates

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2000

'l hope your dreams to the corners of your smiles, to the
highest of your hopes, to the windows of your opportunities
and to the most special places your heart has ever known.”

- Unknown

TUE GRrRIFFON YEARBOOK OTAFF
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Ackley, Ashlee 60, 218,219
Adams, Amber 218

Adams, Divine 212

Adcock, Tyler 200

Adkins, LaTricia 76

Alcantara, Jacely 186, 210, 215

Alexander, Kailey 28, 33, 36, 50, 54, 55, 104, 105,

134,151, 156, 186, 190, 193, 194, 200, 241, 247

Allen, Bryan 157

Allen, Jasmine 212

Allen, Julie 117, 200

Allen, Michelle 56, 215

Alpha Gamma Delta 25,43, 186, 210
Alpha Omega 211

Alpha Phi Alpha Incorporated 25, 26, 185
Alpha Sigma Alpha 25, 26, 28, 211
Alumni Association 108

Anderson, Alecia 211

Anderson, Carla 172

Anderson, Dana 215

Andrews, Kathleen 120

Antle, Myles 217

Army ROTC 211

Am, Lauren 211

Association of Latin American Students 16

Avers, Marty 155, 170,173
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Bagley, Jen 173
Bailey, Natalie 23
Baker, Mallory 200
Baker, Weston 65
Baldwin, Ashley 200
Banks, Janell 17
Banks, Patricia 113
Baprist Student Union 212
Barrett, Sarah 71
Bascball 171

Basken, Deborah 156

Basketball 160, 161, 162, 163, 190

Bates, Amanda 153
Batson, Kortnee 218

Baum, Laura 99

Baumgardner, Jordan 200, 218

Beam, Angela 122

Beas, Sara 219

Beasley, Nykeeisha 213
Beaver, Amanda 212
Benavides, Christina 211
Benjamin, Amanda 211
Bennett, Amy 200
Benorides, Christina 215
Beydler, Ashley 200
Billings, Kelly 200
Biondi, Samantha 210
Bird, Alesha 211

Black, Hillary 68, 212

Blake, Kit 214

Blank, Leann 200
Blecha, Heather 210
Bledsoe, Melissa 127, 212
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yourself. Above all,
who you are, what

yourare, what you
believe, shine through
E€VEeRy sentence you
wiite, every piece you
finish.”

- John Jakes

Closing 263
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Volume 83 of the 2009 Griffon was created by a student staff at Missouri Western State University and printed by Walsworth Publishing Com-
pany in Brookfield, Mo. Michelle Brosemer, George Reinhardt, Stephanie Gladbach, Amy Lewis and Don Walsworth, Jr., were our publishing
representatives. Individual portraits were taken by Thomton Photography Studio. Griffon photographers and editors Kailey Alexander, Amy
Chastain, Linda Shireman, Kelsey Wear and Heather Kietzman took organization photos. Personality photos were also taken by Linda Shire-
man, Kailey Alexander and Shawn Lesny. Full-time students attending Missouri Western State University paid a mandatory yearbook fee of $5 a
semester. Students attending Missouri Western State University should pick up their yearbook by Nov. 1, 2009.

The cover was designed by Raphaelle Drew, created by Shawn Lesny and Linda Shireman, taken by Harvey Jackson. The typography used
throughout the book was AWPC Palatino, in bold, regular and italics. The 2009 Griffon was produced by Macintosh G5s using Adobe InDesign
CS and Adobe Photoshop CS3 software. Editorial content does not necessarily reflect the views of the university. Address inquiries to: Griffon
Yearbook, Eder Hall, Room 220, 4525 Downs Drive, St. Joseph, Mo., 64507, or call the office at 816.271.4540. Copyright 2009, Griffon staff
and Missouri Western State University. All Rights Reserved.

[ would just like to thank both the fall and spring staffs for their help in making a book that represents Evident. To my photography editors,
Linda and Kailey, your dedication and extra hours of work have made this book’s quality were it is at. Ann, your guidance and suggestion I could
not live without and I do not know where we would be without them. Amy, thank you for keeping everyone on task in addition to all the time
you put into the wonderfully fresh copy. It has been a privilege to share this position with you. In addition, I would like to thank you for helping
me prepare for the challenges that face me next year. Thank you to my family and friends for dealing with the long hours of work yearbook
reqquires, and without your support I probably would not have gotten anything done. Also to Michelle Brosemer, George Reinhardt and Stephanie
Gladbach, thank you so much for helping us present a book worth looking at.

Evident has been a journey of trying new things and rediscovering new ways see what is in front of us. It was our goal to show this publication
in a way that is new but at the same is familiar. This book represents the things in college life thar we might not appreciate right now, but years
from now looking through this book the time, spaces, faces and memories will all come flooding back to us. Hopefully, this book will be that
gateway to our glory days. Raphaelle Drew
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